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GUIDELINES FOR REVIEWS: Reviews are arranged un-
der broad subject categories, with subcategories where appropri-
ate (for example, age-group categories for children’s books). The
categories are arranged roughly by field in the following order:
humanities, biography, history, religion, education, sciences social
sciences, reference, travel, juvenile works, and nonprint materials.
Within each subject category, reviews are arranged in alphabeti-
cal order by author surname. Each review is prefaced by a three-
part numbering system: a two digit volume number, with the first
year of publication designated as 01; a one-digit issue number; and
a four-digit review number that runs consecutively within each
individual volume year. For example, 04-1-0024 refers to review
number 24 in volume 4, issue 1. Individual review entries begin
with a headnote, which indicates the review number and a full bib-
liographic citation. Audio materials, videocassettes, and computer
software are reviewed in separate categories. The review section is
followed by author, title, and subject indexes keyed to the review
numbers described above. Thesaurus citations in the author index
indicate relevant ethnic groups, races, religions, and, where ap-
propriate, geographic regions. The review section concludes with
a directory of the publishers cited in a particular issue.

Literdture
Fiction

19-2-0133

Bodden, Marlen Suyapa. The Wedding Gift. Charleston, S.C.:
CreateSpace, 2010. 324 pp. ISBN 978-1-4392-6989-3, $27.99 (c);
978-1-4392-5583-4, $18.99 (pb).

Women in this book are very skillful with masks. Layered in
elaborate, physically confining costumes and surrounded by frag-
ile treasures, plantation wives dutifully pretended they had power,
teetering at the top of huge pyramids of house slaves, overseers,
and field hands. But often the master’s sexual adventures created
deep fault lines.

Theodora Allen, after discovering a beautiful slave woman in
her husband’s bed, confides in another wife, who comments that
since importing slaves has become illegal, propagating your own
adds wealth to the plantation—it’s best not to “dwell” on these
things. The beautiful Emmeline services the master to keep him
from selling her children away, while Theodora secretly teaches
Emmeline’s daughter Sarah along with her own child. But when
a woman, not a man, crosses the sexual color line, a crisis ensues,
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and Sarah, now grown, uses her ability to read to topple the pyra-
mid completely.

Based on actual events, Bodden’s novel describes nineteenth-
century African-American smokescreens, secret codes, and finely
constructed bluffs, such as counterfeit manumission papers written
with a stolen pen hidden in a jar of rice, or a finely sewn suit con-
cealing the gender of a runaway slave. While the novel is long and
the dialog a bit stilted, I never lost interest as new facts emerged of
how enslaved Africans navigated the monstrous world they lived
in.

Gail Hall Howard
Norwalk (Conn.) Community College

19-2-0134

Castellanos Moya, Horacio. The She-Dewil in the Mirror. New
York: New Directions, 2009. 160 pp. Trans. from Spanish by
Katherine Silver. ISBN 978-0-8112-1846-7, $14.95 (pb).

Sirias, Silvio. Meet Me Under the Ceiba. Houston: Arte Publico
Press, 2009. 256 pp. ISBN 978-1-55885-592-2, $15.95 (pb).

Although Meet Me Under the Ceiba and The She-Dewvil in the
Mirror are both novels about a woman being murdered and both
take place in Central America, they offer different perspectives on
life in the region.

Sirias’s novel is the story of a reporter investigating the murder
of a lesbian woman, Adela, who would never have hurt anyone.
Everyone in the small Nicaraguan town seems convinced about
who committed the crime and they even put two people in jail for
it. Although I was convinced these two people, the selfish moth-
er of the victim’s lover and the rich man to whom she sold her
daughter, Ixelia, were evil, vile people, I was not convinced they
physically committed the crime. The reporter talks to anyone who
knows anything about Adela and her young lover, including the
local priest who condemns their lifestyle and the judge who only
wants justice for the victim and her family.

Castellanos Moya narrates his novel from the point of view of
the murdered victim’s so-called best friend. As the story goes on, it
becomes increasingly apparent that the narrator is quite jealous of
her friend’s life. While Olga Maria had a great husband and two
beautiful daughters plus two or three lovers on the side, Laura, the
unreliable narrator, is divorced with no children and seems utterly
unhappy with her lot in life. Olga Maria owns a boutique while
Laura doesn’t seem to have any job or even to have had one in the
past. Laura seems to have tried having affairs with the same lov-
ers her friend slept with, though she claims she was just trying to
help out her friend when she visits these lovers. Laura finally loses
it when she discovers that her friend also slept with her lazy, to-



tally un-sexy ex-husband while they were still married. Although
it seems she discovers this later, as the narrator is relating all this
to a (imaginary?) friend, we see that she is losing her bearings and
ends up institutionalized.

Both stories are filled with illicit sex between lovers, friends,
and even the occasional paid rendezvous, but Meer Me Under the
Ceiba takes place in the Nicaraguan countryside while 7he She-
Devil in the Mirror takes place in San Salvador, the capital. The
poor people, barely eking out a living in their little town, for the
most part, are much more accepting of difference than the rich of
San Salvador.

Both authors show us how jealousy and can lead people to places
that are worse than hell and that money often s the root of all
evil. Sirias really gets us into the mind of his protagonist, not a
difficult task considering that he really was a reporter investigat-
ing this woman’s death. He wrote the story as fiction so he could
fill in details that were never discovered. Castellanos Moya, on
the other hand, gets into the mind of an upper class Salvadoran
woman filled with jealousy and longing for a life that gives her
some fulfillment, and he does this very well. I recommend both
of these books to anyone interested in Central America, its people
and history, and its diverse cultures.

Sherrie Miranda
San Diego, Calif.

19-2-0135
Coetzee, J. M. Summertime. New York: Viking, 2009. 266 pp.
ISBN 978-0-670-02138-3, $25.95.

Summertime is the third volume of J. M. Coetzee’s fictional-
ized autobiography. Told in the third person for the most part, the
John Coetzee of Summertime is not entirely the same as the real
Coetzee. The main narrator of this volume is a Mr. Vincent, who
presents excerpts from journals supposedly written by Coetzee
and the transcripts of five “interviews” which are interrupted by
Vincent’s own comments. Vincent says “what Coetzee writes ...
can not be trusted, not as a factual record—not because he was a
liar but because he was a fictioneer ... he is making up a fiction of
himself” (p. 225).

The Coetzee of Summertime is a middle-aged man, unmarried,
teaching English in a high school and literature at a university,
living with his elderly father while writing the novels that will
win the real Coetzee the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2003. This
achievement is mentioned in passing, although the Coetzee in this
fiction is otherwise presented in an unflattering light. Women,
even the two interviewed who had affairs with him, see him as un-
manly, unattractive, and weak. One, his co-teacher in a literature
course, says “his work lacks ambition” (p. 242). For the reader, the
cumulative effect of the diary entries and interviews is to present
a complex and original character, one who is a passive but sharp
observer of South Africa in the 1970s, yet whose personal life and
voice are unique in world literature.

Richard Lachmann
State Univ. of New York, Univ. at Albany

19-2-0136
Duarte, Stella Pope. Women Who Live in Coffee Shops and Other
Stories. Houston: Arte Publico Press, 2010. 192 pp. ISBN 978-1-
55885-600-4, $15.95 (pb).

Women Who Live in Coffee
Shops and Other Stories draws
the reader into worlds where
lushness of character and life
seep up through the cracked
cement and parched desert of
urban Phoenix. Duarte doesn’t
dress her characters and their
circumstances in false pretense,
but instead with a deft touch,
she trusts the details of their
humanity to shine through and
speak for themselves.

Tragic and tender lives create
the landscape of these worlds.
We meet the child forced into prostitution in the tunnels be-
neath the border, and the bag lady who calls herself Margaret,
Queen of Scotland. We experience the wife who nurses her hus-
band through starvation in a Mexican prison. We are there when
a'woman suddenly finds herself helping her supposedly unmarried
lover’s wife give birth to their firstborn, the pain of remembrance
as if “someone [the Spirit Women?] took an invisible hammer into
the very center of the biggest wound, and bloody foam gushed to
the surface.” We listen as a father counsels his daughter, “Men are
like runaway horses. Half the time they don’t know where they’re
going, but figure they’ll get there,” and she learns, Don’t chase them,
they’ll only run faster.

A delicate hope and resiliency thread these hard-bitten lives of
austere poverty and mystery. As if “Spirit Women linked hands,
playing Ring around the Roses, making a huge white halo all
around the room. They pranced so fast, they turned into ashes
landing in a heap, tangled in their own spirit gowns.”

So fully are we absorbed into these worlds, whose wounds and
beauty resonate deeply with our own, that on reading the last
sentence and lifting our gaze from the page, we look around in
surprise—and wonder which world is real.

Dawn Wink
Santa Fe, N.M.

19-2-0137
Gomez, Iris. Try to Remember. New York: Grand Central Pub-
lishing, 2010. 356 pp. ISBN 978-0-446-55619-4, $13.99 (pb).

Gomez’s debut novel is the coming-of-age story of Gabriela de
la Paz, the hyper-responsible eldest daughter of a dysfunctional
Colombian immigrant family living in Miami in the late 1960s.
Gabi’s father, a former oilfield worker in Colombia, has just taken
the family to Miami from Queens following a mysterious run-in
there. Now he writes disjointed letters applying for jobs, which
Gabi must type, and his periodic violent outbursts put family
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members—and possibly their immigration status—in jeopardy.
Meanwhile, Gabi’s mother hides the nature of the job she has tak-
en to ensure the family’s survival, and her youngest brother begins
using drugs. Every time Gabi envisions a way out, family members
seem to slam the door shut. But during these years, the teenager
experiences love, lust, heartbreak, and the power that comes with
discovering her voice.

Gomez does a fine job of showing Gabi’s attachment for her
father—and his basic humanity—despite his descent into mad-
ness. Her setting, Miami at a time of large-scale Cuban immi-
gration that dwarfed the much smaller Colombian community, is
well drawn. A strong beginning draws readers in, while the end-
ing leaves them satisfied. Like M. Sindy Felin’s powerful young
adult novel Touching Snow (2007), Try to Remember shows the
vulnerability of recent immigrants who silently endure domestic
abuse and violence because they fear deportation if they seek help.
Gomez’s love for her characters and attention to their complex re-
lationships make this a good choice for book clubs and readers
interested in the literature of Latino immigration.

Lyn Miller-Lachmann

19-2-0138

Hart, Ellen. The Mirror and the Mask: A Jane Lawless Mystery.
New York: St. Martin’s/Minotaur, 2009. 300 pp. ISBN 978-0-
312-37527-0, $25.99.

The latest Jane Lawless book by Hart, the author of two popu-
lar culinary mystery series, features the Minneapolis restaurateur,
who delays opening another business because of the poor economy
and takes on investigative work for her private investigator friend.
Nearly 20 years old, this is a cold case. In addition, Jane hires the
client, bartender Annie Archer, who is searching for her stepfa-
ther. Meanwhile, a well-known real estate vice president, Susan
Bowman, is murdered at the home she shares with her husband
Jack and her children, including Curt, a medical student. Com-
plicating the case is the romantic tension between Jane and Annie
and between Annie and Curt. As Jane’s investigations progress,
she is convinced that the two cases are related and that Annie and
others are in danger.

The book’s title is a reference to the Medusa myth, suggest-
ing dualities, paradoxes, the loss of innocence, and the abuse and
concomitant rage of women. Although the main investigation is
limited and the ending not quite consistent with previous charac-
terization, Hart, called the “gay Agatha Christie,” explores issues
of interest to gays and lesbians, as well as those of the human con-
dition, particularly in a culture that values money and commerce
over life.

Ellen F. Higgins

www.higginsmysteries.com

19-2-0139
Hwang Sok-yong. The Old Garden. New York: Seven Stories
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Press, 2009. 540 pp. Trans. from Korean by Jay Oh. ISBN 978-1-
58322-899-9, $30.00.

Kenzaburo Oe calls the author of this book “the most power-
ful voice of the novel in East Asia today.” Indeed, beyond being a
commanding literary voice against oppressive regimes and their
seemingly insatiable lust for domination of the powerless, Hwang
Sok-yong is a disarming literary master, a remarkable storyteller, a
true lyrical and universal voice.

'This novel is the story of an idealist, a painter, fleeing the South
Korean authorities as a result of his participation in the pro-de-
mocracy Kwangju Uprising, whom fate joins with a beautiful and
brilliant woman at the most inauspicious time of his life—just be-
fore he is to be incarcerated for 20 years and forbidden from having
any contact with her or the outside world. Revolutions leave untold
victims in their wake. War, whether civil or foreign, is hell.

The story is told forward and, in a sense, lived backward, as the
narrator tells us the saga of his release from prison into a demo-
cratic South Korea; his breathless search for Yoon Hee; and his
discovery of her letters, diaries, and paintings that document the
life of the woman he loved and lost forever. At its core, The Old
Garden contains the best of operatic lore. It sings of a great and
iconic story of love won and lost at the hands of cruel fate, one
that any opera lover can easily see translated musically on the great
stages of La Scala or the Met. However, true to the author’s mas-
tery and literary restraint, there is never a hint of bathos. The novel
is fast-paced, terse, and laser sharp. No word, adjective, emotion,
or description is even minimally superfluous. Jay Oh’s brilliant
English translation is seamless. In fact, as one reads it, it is hard to
imagine this is a work in translation.

Hwang Sok-yong has received countless literary awards, includ-
ing South Korea’s highest prize, and is the author of nine works
of fiction, most of which have been translated into English. He is
also his country’s best-selling novelist. To commemorate the six-
tieth anniversary of the start of the Korean War, he organized a
peace train from Paris to Seoul along with North Korean author
Hong Seok-jung and a group of Nobel laureates, including Orhan
Pamuk, Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio, and others.

The Old Garden is a book worth reading and rereading. It is also
a wonderful text for young writers in search of an author and a
teacher.

Himilce Novas
http://supernovas.org

19-2-0140

Montoya, Maceo. The Scoundrel and the Optimist. Tempe, Ariz.:
Bilingual Review Press, 2010. 272 pp. ISBN 978-1-931010-65-8,
$22.40 (cl); 978-1-931010-67-2, $13.50 (pby).

When a doctor tells town drunkard Filastro Agustin not to beat
his children or they’ll turn on him when he needs them most, Filas-
tro chooses to spare his frail youngest, Edmund. One by one, Ed-
mund’s brothers and sisters flee their Mexican village for the United
States, and his mother—now the sole recipient of Filastro’s blows—
falls into a deep depression. Edmund, meanwhile, develops a crush



on Ingrid Genera and strikes an
unusual deal with the local loan
shark in order to improve his
guitar skills to woo her.

A drunken misadventure
causes Filastro to mend his abu-
sive ways, and Ingrid’s move to
the United States, coupled with
Filastro’s desire to seek his other
children’s forgiveness, propel fa-

ther and teenage son on a dan-
gerous journey north.

Montoya’s picaresque charac-
ters imbue this novel with equal
portions of bittersweet humor,
social commentary, and morali-
ty play. Filastro initially appears
as a machista stereotype—a hard-drinking womanizer who consid-
ers it his right to beat his wife and children. But there are conse-
quences to his actions, as there are for the other characters. Far from
a saint himself, Edmund cripples a dog in anger, only to become the
dog’s caretaker. From the loan shark he learns the importance of a
promise and of getting up every time you fall down. In all, multi-
dimensional characters, a well-drawn setting, and Montoya’s light
touch on the commentary make this a charming and worthwhile
read.

Lyn Miller-Lachmann

19-2-0141
Rivera, Beatriz. When a Tree Falls. Houston: Arte Publico Press,
2010. 272 pp. ISBN 978-1-55885-596-0, $15.95 (pb).

Rivera’s latest take on poli-
tics, corruption, and sex in
heavily Latino Hudson Coun-
ty, New Jersey, focuses on the
tawdry affair between Free-
holder Otilia Mancuso (nee
Otilia Zona, in part the ori-
gin of her nickname O3) and
Cuban-American psychiatrist
Chico Chanca. Otilia’s brief
fling with the psychiatrist
ends in a two-year prison term
for her as well as hard time for
two other political colleagues
when she becomes the go-be-
tween for $100,000 in bribes
for Chanca’s firm to run the
county’s psychiatric center. In addition to sex, Chanca supplies
Otilia with Xanax, as she turns into an overweight, dyed-blonde
addict, meeting Chanca in the filthy drive-through motels that
seem to turn him on. Chanca’s wife is a free-spending veterinari-
an with early-stage Multiple Sclerosis. At one point, Otilia takes
her high-strung Pomeranian to Laura Chanca to get a peek, and

to Laura, that “other woman” will be forever known as the “Po-
meranian.” (As the Chancas’ marriage unravels, Laura will come
to date a “Boxer.”)

Rivera has a nose for tabloid news events and their potential
for humor. Her novel is based on real scandals in the communi-
ties on the other side of the Hudson River from New York City.
While the characters are uniformly less than sympathetic, the
juicy details of their lives, the description of the urban landscape,
and the suffering meted out to the iniquitous will delight readers
of the genre.

Lyn Miller-Lachmann

19-2-0142

Sabato, Haim. From the Four Winds. New Milford, Conn.: The
Toby Press, 2010. 152 pp. Trans. from Hebrew by Yaacob Dweck.
ISBN 978-1-59264-240-3, $24.95.

Israel, like our own country, is made up of people from all over
the world. This book, written by an Israeli originally from Egypt,
tells tales similar to the early days of his immigration. The newcom-
ers were put in simply built areas together with other immigrants.
In this series of stories, the two main groups are from Egypt and
Hungary. They are very different in their practices, both religious
and secular, and in their general temperaments. Except for their
shared religious heritage, they are very dissimilar. In addition, the
European Jews are survivors of the Holocaust who are silent about
their lives before coming to Israel.

The Egyptian Jewish narrator befriends an older man from
Hungary and slowly, over the years, learns this man’s history and
the history of his family’s life in Europe going back another gener-
ation. Ultimately, they become close, and the Hungarian inspires
the narrator to continue studying both Judaism and the family his-
tory of his friend from Europe.

Although this book was a best seller in Israel, I doubt it would
be of great interest to a substantial group of Americans. I think
that even among religious Jews, interest would not be great. This
reviewer found the book a tough read. It failed to hold my atten-
tion or to generate any great involvement with the characters in
the story.

Ruth Becker
Fresh Meadows, N.Y.

19-2-0143

Vafi, Fariba. My Bird. Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse Univ. Press, 2009.
120 pp. Trans. from Farsi by Mahnaz Kousha and Nasrin Jewell.
ISBN 978-0-8156-0944-5, $24.95.

Maman, a Farsi word for mother, is a woman who experiences
the pressures of motherhood in the constructs of a patriarchic so-
ciety. Set in Iran, My Bird unravels the story of a woman who
is fettered by the traditional role of wife and mother and who is
married to her momentum opposite, Amir. Amir dreams of a bet-
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ter life and better future that can only be achieved by leaving Iran
and traveling the world, but his wife is unmoving and reluctant to
attempt a life outside their crowded Tehran apartment. Escape,
Amir believes, is his only option. He quickly becomes disenchant-
ed by his monotonous marital life and decides to leave his wife
and two children for his own selfish fulfillment. Now, left alone,
Maman is forced to raise her children on her own, fend for herself,
and care for her sickly mother. Traumatized by the death of her
father in her family’s basement, and being raised in the neglectful
presence of her mother, the narrator lives with guilt and low self-
worth for much of her adult life. She must come to terms with her
disposition and fight to become independent and develop a voice
and identity of her own.

Vafi employs a style that is poetic in prose and rich in imagery.
With her short chapters, she captures readers and transports them
to a world not known by many Westerners. Her minimalist style
and use of precise language embodies and develops the protagonist
and at the same time lifts the silence that has blanketed her life for
so long. Vafi speaks for marginalized characters that have been
silenced by societal constraints and limitations of their culture
and society. Vafi’s characters are illustrative of many women in
contemporary Iran. The author portrays how women of one fam-
ily experience moments of power and hopelessness, while grace-
fully illustrating the social roles inherent in a culture unfamiliar to
most. Through My Bird, Vafi is able to bring the reader to a world
that is often cut off, misunderstood, and stereotyped to reveal a
rich vibrant society of individuals, personalities, and dreams.

Lila Barzegar
Fountain Fort Carson (Colo.) High School

19-2-0144
White, Jenny. The Winter Thief: A Kamil Pasha Novel. New York:
W.W. Norton, 2010. 384 pp. ISBN 978-0-393-07107-0, $24.95.

The Winter Thiefis a great winter read, or for any season. White’s
winter tale is another in the Special Prosecutor Kamil Pasha series;
a previous one—7he Sultan’s Seal—was a finalist in the Ellis Peters
Historical Crime Award. White is an anthropologist at Boston
University who specializes in Turkey.

Not surprisingly then, White’s accurate sense of detail and
atmosphere are deeply woven. The setting is December 1888 Is-
tanbul, with a plot involving illegal weapons and a bank robbery
that leads to an investigation of the Armenian socialist Henchak
organization. Specialist Pasha is called in to investigate. Multi-
dimensional characters create the tension and intrigue. The story,
while somewhat epic, is really very intimate; on a very human level
each character’s story unfolds around community, political and fa-
milial, struggle, and even, yes, love. White’s characters represent a
multiplicity of political viewpoints and self-serving ambitions.

Rosemary Aud Franklin

Univ. of Cincinnati
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19-2-0145
Gonzilez, Ray. Faith Run. Tucson: Univ. of Arizona Press, 2009.
120 pp. ISBN 978-0-8165-2769-4, $16.95 (pb).

This collection of poems written in English by the Mexican-
American poet has three parts, and each contains free verse lyrics,
long and short poems with images of nature, the animal kingdom,
water, wind, mountains, and his native landscape of the American
Southwest. These 62 poems express the poet’s thoughts about life
and his strong bond to ancestral culture. There are musical im-
ages and images of mystery interlacing the past and present events
that afflict and uplift the human spirit and contemporary Chicano
life.

There are also personal poems about family, history, tradi-
tions, religion, identity, politics, and social issues reflecting our
time. Several of his poems pay homage to world poets, artists, and
musicians, like Walt Whitman, Federico Garcia Lorca, Robert
Frost, Pablo Neruda, Octavio Paz, Pablo Picasso, The Allman
Brothers, and Bob Dylan. Historical figures of the indigenous
voices and traditions, like Pancho Villa and Emiliano Zapata, also
make cameo appearances. The language and poetic voice touches
the roots of his ancestry beyond the borderlands. Acknowledge-
ments and a short bibliography of Gonzilez’s other publications
are highlighted at the end of this unique collection.

Faith Run is a fine collection of poems. It belongs in all library
collections and can be used as a text for Chicano and cultural
studies and literature classes.

Alva V. Cellini

St. Bonaventure Univ.

19-2-0146

Harper, Michael S. Use Trouble. Champaign: Univ. of Illinois
Press, 2009. 368 pp. ISBN 978-0-252-03350-6, $60.00 (cl); 978-
0-252-07598-8, $24.95 (pb).

Harper’s latest book of poetry is a splendid hit. This library-
worthy collection is a splash of this and that from Harper’s per-
sonal life. In the midst of the “this and that,” Harper seems to
uncannily direct the reader’s attention back to the book’s cover
and title Use Trouble. In fact, the second movement of Harper’s
extended rhythm and blues hymn is subtitled “Use Trouble” and
is, perhaps, the most compelling of the three subsections of this
poetry book.

Based on vignettes of widely circulated American history,
Harper’s own circle of family, friends, and associates, and Harper’s
personal sensibilities, Use Trouble is—at once—an inspirational,
entertaining, and grave handbook for the intellectual at heart. The
celebrated poet encapsulates the historical and, often, ahistorical
features of United States history to map a unified plane of hu-
man interactions from early American colonization to present-day
American public crises. Harper’s soothing, academic vibe through-
out this collection of poems provokes and challenges the reader to
assay his or her own stories against the backdrop of a collective



American history rife with music, politics, and cultural crossings.
In a straightforward fashion, Harper encourages the reader to use
personal conflict as a springboard to public redress.

Marsha I. Walker
Johnson C. Smith Univ.

19-2-0147

Martinez Pompa, Paul. My Kill Adore Him. Notre Dame, Ind.:
Univ. of Notre Dame Press, 2009. 88 pp. ISBN 978-0-268-03518-
1, $18.00 (pb).

In his breathtaking debut poetry collection, Martinez Pompa
bursts onto the contemporary Latino scene with literary guns
ablaze. He is precisely what we need right now: a brave poet just
as critical of himself as he is of others. Within the pages of this
clever and brutally honest text lie the words of an old soul—who
just happens to be a young poet. Martinez Pompa’s youth and aged
wisdom coexist in each and every poem, resulting in a fresh, yet
deadly serious new voice that is not to be trifled with. No topic
ducks his scathing critiques. In fact, his deft handling of language
makes subjects such as day laborers, hit-and-run victims, those
beaten by police and terrorized by neighborhood thugs—all set
against the gritty backdrop of Chicago’s streets—the stuft of seri-
ous contemplation. And yet he manages two miraculous feats: he
neither sensationalizes horrific images, such as immigrants locked
in the back of a semi truck and left for dead, nor trivializes what it
means to be a poet seriously attempting to contribute to a political
dialogue while American soldiers are dying overseas in two wars.

Martinez Pompa’s most impressive skill is how he steers clear of
tired Latino tropes—the abueliza or tortilla poems that bog down
the collections of so much young Latino writing. In fact, he skill-
fully addresses this phenomenon by having his abue/a, who he ad-
mits to calling “grandma,” tiring herself out with her tendency to
“flip the factory fresh / El Milagros” or “knead the buttons / on
the telephone, order me food / from Pizza Hut.” There is no comadl
here. No sarape weaving. Martinez Pompa upends the commodifi-
cation of Latinos and Spanish masterfully in the collection’s most
humorous poem, “Commercial Break.” The poetry here drips with
equal parts humor, rage, disgust, and humility. Take “Amputee
Etcetera,” a brutal satire that ponders the atrocities of war: “Noth-
ing cuter / than a war amputee,” writes the poet, in an obvious
reference to our tendency to simultaneously praise and pander to
war heroes. Yet in that same poem he lowers the same accusing
finger toward the mirror, in one of the collection’s most thought-
provoking and disconcerting stanzas: “Nothing truer / than a poet
who resists / on paper. Admire his nerve / to condemn from a safe
/ distance, where he can / keep his shoes / and his conscience /
perfectly clean.”

My Kill Adore Him is a desperately needed wake-up call, a punch
in the face with a fine set of literary brass knuckles. Highly recom-
mended reading for anyone on the lookout for what comes next in
Latino poetry.

Aaron Michael Morales
Indiana State Univ.

19-2-0148
Medrano, Michael Luis. Born in the Cavity of Sunsets. Tempe,
Ariz.: Bilingual Review Press, 2009. 70 pp. ISBN 978-1-931010-
66-5, $11.00 (pb).

Adding yet another impres-
sive book to their ever-growing
roster of up-and-coming La-
tino writers, Bilingual Press
serves up a pleasing debut col-
lection of poetry by Medrano.
Though he has been publishing
poems for some time now, he
retains the energy of a writer
who has only just discovered
the joy and catharsis of writing
poetry. This is a collection bro-
ken up into three parts, with
the first section primarily con-
sisting of Medrano returning to
the Fresno of his youth, a place
littered with “mud puddles of a permanent sadness,” to document
the decline of his city. There are wannabe gangsters who grow up
to become real ones. Caskets and funerals and drive-bys aplenty.
“I will lay at your feet the melancholia that is Fresno,” the first
section seems to declare, and melancholy is served up buffet style.
Though, admittedly, there are a few too many mentions of coffins,
dead relatives, and even the strange repetition of phrases like “out-
loud dream” (referring to the horror of a loved one’s death), once
the first section is over, the book’s remainder is simply amazing,.

In sections two and three Medrano is at his best, wielding a
powerfully jazzy voice that pops, dances, seduces, and trash talks.
Wiatch him threaten Ginsburg for selling out, telling him if he
doesn’t clean up his act: “Brother I wrote you into this poem. /
T'll write you out!” Long overdue words, to be sure. Medrano’s
portraits of hustlers, musicians, poets, as well as his letters and
complaints, are marvelously vibrant and witty pieces that leave the
reader wishing for more. We long for more Mexican clowns, more
barrio contortionists, more cholos and vendors. If nothing else,
the collection’s brightest moment is its title poem which celebrates
the forgotten men of places like Fresno, the men “of mustaches
and oiled hair, brawn, and estrogen / dripping from our tortas de
jamén.” Medrano’s eye for original detail is a pure pleasure. And
Born in the Cavity of Sunsets is a fine first collection. It will be a joy
to watch his career unfold.

i
S

AEL LUIS MEDRAND

Aaron Michael Morales
Indiana State Univ.

19-2-0149

Sanabria, Ruth Irupé. The Strange House Testifies. Tempe, Ariz.:
Bilingual Review Press, 2009. 77 pp. ISBN 978-1-931010-50-4,
$12.00 (pb).

In her first published collection of poetry, Ruth Irupé Sanabria,

the daughter of well-known Argentine writer, Alicia Portnoy,
pens protest poems against the military junta that ruled Argenti-
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na between 1976 and 1983 and
caused some 30,000 citizens to
disappear. Most of the poems
focus on violations of human
rights and include excerpts
from Nunca Mids: The Report
of the Argentine National Com-
mission on the Disappeared that
detailed the midnight raids and
the torture and execution of
citizens. Sanabria decries the
policies of a cold-blooded gov-
ernment that snatched children
from their families and allowed
them to be adopted by high-
ranking officials. Her work
spotlights the victims of repres-
sion, kidnapping, or exile who never fully recover from these life-
threatening experiences.

After the terrible events she experiences under the dictatorship,
Sanabria explores the joy of freedom and escape from persecution.
But exile in the United States is not perfect: racism and discrimi-
nation are facts of life, and the poet is in danger of losing both
her culture and her language. The author laments the pressure she
feels from Anglos to assimilate, and she responds by taking pride
in her heritage and refusing to speak only English. In powerful
poems, Sanabria defends Latinos against xenophobia and stereo-
typing.

Although this is a very worthwhile book that poetically combats
both terrorism and racism, I felt that the juxtaposition of the two
themes created an equivalence of evil. As horrible as discrimina-
tion is in the United States, it pales beside the experiences of state-
sponsored terrorism in Argentina.

Ruth Irupé

Roberta Gordenstein
Elms College, Chicopee, Mass.

19-2-0150

Weiss, Mark, ed. The Whole Island: Six Decades of Cuban Poetry.
Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 2009. 602 pp. Bilingual
(Spanish-English) ed. ISBN 978-0-520-25894-5, $29.95 (pb).

In 2002 Cristina Garcia edited the anthology Cubanisimo, a
compilation of contemporary short stories by Cuban writers liv-
ing in the island or abroad. Seven years later Weiss bring us Zhe
Whole Island: Six Decades of Cuban Poetry. In my mind these two
books complement each other beautifully. Each presents us with
works by writers like Nicolds Guillén, José Lezama Lima, Nancy
Morején, and many others. Thanks to these anthologies we have
the opportunity to break the wall of silence surrounding Cuba and
its cultural accomplishments and expand our knowledge of the
literary currents which these writers created or participated in for
the last 60 years.

Weiss, the author of six poetry books, has translated the work of
several Latino poets, including Cuban’s José Koser, whose poems
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are at times word games which would be very difficult to translate.
Weiss’s poetry anthology is a gargantuan effort—aided by 22 very
skilled translators—that introduces us to 55 poets—22 living in
Cuba and 23 abroad. Some are well known; the poems of others
have never crossed the ocean separating our two countries.

In his introduction Weiss writes that “very little of the poetry
of Cuba ... has made its way into the awareness of non-Spanish
speakers.” He blames not only the embargo but also the lack of
resources in Cuba to print and re-print books. During a recent
reading in Hartford, Connecticut, Weiss explained that he was
able to find many poetry books by searching in “used books” mar-
kets. To compile the anthology he familiarized himself with the
works of over 100 poets. The poets give us glimpses of a Cuba,
real and remembered, a Cuba which in the words of Heberto Pa-
dilla (who was both praised and imprisoned in Cuba) in “Poets
Don’t Dream,” or in the words of Miguel Barnet in “Cuban Suite,”
“flowers in the garden of my local Committee of Defense burst
into color” and the poet proclaims that he is “madly in love” with
his country.

Seventy-three years separate the birth of Nicolds Guillén (1902),
the first poet included, and Javier Marimén (1975), the last. Much
has happened in pre- and post-revolutionary Cuba during that
time, and these poems open a crack into the endless literary trea-
sures, which politics—on both sides—have prevented us from un-
earthing.

Bessy Reyna
Latin Arte News, Hartford, Conn.

Criticism

19-2-0151

Cardamone, Tom, ed. The Lost Library: Gay Fiction Rediscov-
ered. Fort Collins, Colo.: Haiduk Press, 2010. 240 pp. ISBN 978-
0-9714686-3-4, $19.00 (pb).

The Lost Library is a long, enjoyable memorial service for out-of-
print gay male classics appreciated by the writers who read them.
Unlike much literary criticism, the tone is personal, humorous,
and emotionally truthful. Contributor Richard Reitsma explains,
“As frequently happens when bookish gay men are exploring
their sexuality, I assumed the library was my best bet. The stacks
became my refuge. ... my censored sexuality directed me to the
stacks, particularly a darkened forgotten and dusty corner of the
library where I tremulously reached for different volumes.” The
books were the breadcrumb trail along which we self-identified,
found community, and stumbled towards emergence.

Some of these books labor to portray loving in the time of the
HIV epidemic. Others contain broadly drawn stock characters of-
ten dismissed as stereotypes arising from a history of repression. I
was fascinated to witness the authors reaching to redeem and re-
claim these characters as part of their cultural inheritance. Perhaps
this beautiful anthology of tribute to the lost library of gay male
discovery will encourage some reprints. Kudos to Tom Cardamone
at Haiduk Press for sharing this treasure trove with us.



Grace Nichols
Albany, NY.

19-2-0152

Danielson, Marivel T. Homecoming Queers: Desire and Difference
in Chicana Latina Cultural Production. Piscataway, N ]J.: Rutgers
Univ. Press, 2009. 218 pp. ISBN 978-0-8135-4571-4, $72.00 (cD);
978-0-8135-4572-1, $23.95 (pb).

This is a collection of essays, a critical and academic study of the
various approaches, styles, and cultural philosophies that inform
queer Latina artists as they speak of their silence, invisibility, and
struggle within mainstream heterosexist Anglo-American soci-
ety. The various analyses encompass an extensive array of artists:
novelists, filmmakers, activists, comedians, performers, and play-
wrights.

It is no wonder that the book is dedicated to the great Glo-
ria Anzaldaa, for it was through this Latina genius who left this
life much too early that the very idea of fronteriza Latina queer
thought and art in America came into being.

While the essays themselves are demanding and require an a
priori interest and perhaps scholarship in the various artists and
genres discussed, the pages are enlightened with original insights
into the borderland nature of being, all at once, queer, Latino, and
a woman in a world that is hardly predisposed to like you or even
care to understand you.

Homecoming Queers is not what one would call an easy read, but
Danielson’s scholarship and dedication to her subject matter is to
be commended. The book is a useful reference, a one-stop shop for
a collective genre that is still in its chrysalis form, ever-emerging
in the shadows, side by side mainstream literature and art, like the
parable of the tears and the wheat.

Himilce Novas
http://supernovas.org

19-2-0153

Ogunyemi, Chikwenye Okonjo, and Allan, Tuzyline Jita. Twelve
Best Books by African Women: Critical Readings. Athens: Ohio
Univ. Press, 2009. 278 pp. ISBN 978-0-89680-266-7, $28.00

(pb).

Twelve Best Books by African Women: Critical Readings is an
important contribution to the development and appreciation of
writing by women from the African continent. The text elevates
these twelve writers—and, by extension, other African women
writers—to the status previously held by men and acknowledge a
canon that cannot be ignored.

An excellent prolepsis by Chikwenye Okonjo Ogunyemi ex-
plains the book’s genesis: from a list created at the 2002 Zim-
babwe Book Fair, giving women a place for the first time. She
cites important phases of writing by African women and says that
the “diverse trajectories emanating from the creative works have
also prompted the critical response in this book, one that looks at
familiar material with new eyes.” Most importantly, Ogunyeme

states: “This history and storytelling demonstrate that women
have always actively participated as citizens, daughters, sisters,
wives, other mothers, and mothers in the reproduction and evolu-
tion of the self, family, community, and nation.”

After this inspiring introduction, each title is examined sensi-
tively and in depth. The books chosen range from North to South
Africa and were originally written in English or French; all are
excellent fictional texts from the 1970s to 1990s.

'The analyses are aimed primarily for college-level study, though
secondary school teachers can find them useful. All are interesting
and extremely insightful. The book is a welcome addition to liter-
ary study and a fine companion to African Women Writing Resis-
tance: Contemporary Voices published in summer 2010 by University
of Wisconsin Press.

Anne Serafin
Newtonville, Mass.

Yisual and Porferming Ctuts

19-2-0154

Beltran, Mary C. Latina/o Stars in U.S. Eyes: The Making and
Meanings of Film and TV Stardom. Champaign: Univ. of Illinois
Press, 2009. 224 pp. ISBN 978-0-252-03454-1, $60.00 (cl); 978-
0-252-07651-0, $25.00 (pb).

Mask, Mia. Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film.
Champaign: Univ. of Illinois Press, 2009. 320 pp. ISBN 978-0-
252-03422-0, $75.00 (cl); 978-0-252-07619-0, $25.00 (pb).

Both Latina/o Stars in U.S. Eyes and Divas on Screen by Beltran and
Mask, respectively, capture the essence of mostly American-based
media representations of non-White, mainstream actors and actress-
es. Beltran and Mask explore the cultural crossings of Latina and
Black women film stars since the 1920’s demise of the silent film era.
While Beltrin deals with both female and male American film star-
dom, Mask exclusively examines the portrayals of African-American
women on the big screen. Both authors proceed with the collective
project of film ethnography by electing to deconstruct the imagined
lives of some of the more popular Latina and African-American
women film and television stars in American history.

Beltran does an excellent job in her selection of case studies. She
chooses to analyze popular Latina/o celebrities such as I Love Lu-
cy’s Desi Arnaz, West Side Story’s Rita Moreno, Chico and the Man’s
Freddie Prinze, Selena’s Jennifer Lopez, and The Dark Angel’s Jessica
Alba. In her survey case studies, Beltrin meticulously unfolds the
layers of media and political bureaucracy that have largely informed
the shifts and trends in popular tastes and sentiments regarding
Anmerican film and television stars. Beltran clearly exposes the range
of reactions to any given set of Latina/o film and television stars,
covering the entire span of the Latina/o star status in the twenti-
eth- and early twenty-first centuries. At each historical interval in
American film and television, Latina/o stars have contended with
the Black-White polarization of American society and the American
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exoticism of brown-skinned persons born within and outside U.S.
borders. “Hollywood Latinidad” has always already been a hybrid
pastiche of color and flavor highly constructed by the American me-
dia and, most often, not by the Latina/o artists themselves.

Working in a similar vein, Mask explores the Hollywood careers
of Dorothy Dandridge, Pamela Grier, Whoopi Goldberg, Oprah
Winfrey, and Halle Berry. According to Mask, a major gap in cin-
ematic scholarship is the inclusivity/exclusivity politics surrounding
African-American women. Mask even points to the increasing vis-
ibility of Latina stars in recent popular films and television series—a
nuanced visibility that often functions as an adequate substitute for
Blackness on camera.

Using a wide range of theoretical foregrounding, including neo-
Marxism, feminism, and critical race theory, Mask identifies the
challenges in Hollywood for African-American actresses. More
critically, Mask draws on the successes of certain Black actresses to
help her audience better understand Black women film stars’ neces-
sary compliances and deflections in order to achieve fuller inclusion
in the American mainstream film and television industries. These
women’s varied “charismas” allow them to permeate spaces that most
African-American actors and actresses have not been able to enter
and abide.

Beltrin and Mask assert the positive sides of ethnic celebrity sta-
tus for Latina/o and African-American women artists while, simul-
taneously, cutting to the grit of ongoing Hollywood Jim Crowism.
For these two authors and film critics, ole’ Jim Crow is certainly not
dead. Instead, Jim has masterfully reinvented himself through the
changing faces of American cinema.

Marsha I. Walker
Johnson C. Smith Univ.

19-2-0155

Harrison, Anthony Kwame. Hip Hop Underground. Philadel-
phia: Temple Univ. Press, 2009. 224 pp. ISBN 978-1-4399-0061-
1, $24.95 (pb).

Hip Hop Underground covers a different sort of “ground” not
heretofore explored in print. While film documentaries like Rize
and I Am Hip Hop work to espouse homespun, hip hop-based
traditions, little written scholarship has focused on the variety of
grassroots hip hop present across the globe. Harrison challenges
scholars to fill in the gaps with his own ethnography of local, un-
derground hip hop artists in the San Francisco Bay area. Joining
rank and file with these underground artists, Harrison is able to
tell their stories more effectively.

Exposing his own vulnerabilities, Harrison seeks out popu-
lar underground hip hop MCs and DJs on the West Coast as a
means of analyzing growing American shifts in musical tastes and
racial perspectives. Harrison enters the multiethnic enclaves of
Black, White, Filipino, and Hispanic hip hop performers. These
performers’ regular cipher circles are testaments to the sustain-
ing force of hip hop around the globe as the genre is now often
criticized as having faded out of youthful consciousness in the late
1990s and early twenty-first century. In his interactions with Bay
area underground hip hop artists, Harrison resurrects the notion
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of a global hip hop underground that continues to be the heart-
beat of hip hop as a legitimate culture. In a major anthropological
move, Harrison suggests the use of his multiethnic, underground
hip hop adventure as a nuanced vantage point from which serous
cultural critics may rethink race politics in the United States.

Marsha I. Walker
Indiana Univ. of Pennsylvania

19-2-0156

Hofstetter, Phillip. Maya Yucatan: An Artist’s Journey. Albuquer-
que: Univ. of New Mexico Press, 2010. 160 pp. Illus. with photos by
the author. Foreword by David Friedel. ISBN 978-0-8263-4694-0,
$60.00.

Analysis of stone fragments from medieval buildings in Egypt
prove that building blocks were “quarried” from ancient temple
structures at Luxor and that Tutankamun himself approved the
reuse of talatat blocks from Akhenaten’s Luxor Temple’s second
pylon for the construction of his own mortuary temple, in the
late Eighteenth Dynasty, in the thirteenth century B.C.E. No
surprise, then, that Spanish colonists quarried Mesoamerican
pyramids and temples for materials to build their churches and
haciendas. Yet (and sadly), little has been made of this significant
appropriation. The original Catedral de la Asuncion de Maria in
Mexico City sits atop the Aztec “Templo Mayor” of Tenochtitldn,
and is built of its stones. Happily, this phenomenon is the thrust
of Hofstetter’s book: the pervasive Mayanism to be found in the
Northern Lowlands of the Yucatin Peninsula—the unbroken life
ways—and the reuse of Mayan masonry to construct a Spanish
Catholic vision of America. The strength of the book is in the pho-
tographs (varnished duotones and color images), carefully chosen
and shown to excellent advantage in both layout and design by
Mina Yamashita.

Employing as his source many years of personal experience—
the book is in large part a memoir—Hofstetter shows how the
Maya have been hiding in plain sight since the fifteenth century
(by Western means of counting time), participating in, and shap-
ing, the European colonization of their traditional homeland.

Glenn A. Long
Salem, N.Y.

19-2-0157

Perry, Susan, ed. Holiness & the Feminine Spirit: The Art of Janet
MecKenzie. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2009. 146 pp. Illus. by
Janet McKenzie. ISBN 978-1-57075-844-7, $28.00.

Holiness & the Feminine Spirit examines a series of beautiful reli-
glous paintings by artist Janet McKenzie. McKenzie, best known
for her controversial painting Jesus of the People, which won the
National Catholic Reporter’s Jesus 2000 international competition
and which had its official unveiling on NBC’s Today Show, puts a
whole new spin on religious art. In her paintings, McKenzie takes



images of women and a few men from the Bible and paints them
as people from different ethnic backgrounds and traditions. Mary,
Jesus, and even Mary Magdalene often appear as Asians, Afri-
cans, and Native Americans. By painting these religious figures as
belonging to a variety of ethnic backgrounds, McKenzie is trying
to illustrate the idea that holiness lies within all women and men
and in all traditions.

Twenty-eight paintings (including Jesus of the People) are ex-
amined by a group of female writers, scholars, and theologians,
including Sister Wendy Beckett and Ann Patchett. Each author
was allowed to write what she wanted to about the painting she
was examining; so one finds essays, poetry, and personal stories.
A gorgeous book, it will be a welcome addition to public and aca-
demic libraries. Highly recommended.

Melissa Aho

Univ. of Minnesota

19-2-0158

Willis, Deborah. Posing Beauty: African American Images from
the 1980s to the Present. New York: WW. Norton, 2009. 242 pp.
Illus. with photos. ISBN 978-0-383-06696-8, $49.95.

What is beauty? This is a very powerful and thoughtprovoking
question and one that author Willis tries to answer. Willis (a pro-
fessor at New York University and an art photographer) has been
researching this question for over ten years and responds to this
question by exploring the idea of beauty in African Americans
from the 1890s to the present, including images of President and
Michelle Obama. The book is broken down into the themes of
constructing a pose, body, and image; modeling beauty and con-
tests; and a final section of color plates.

The strikingly beautiful images (and they really are beautiful)
range from photos of slaves, to businesswomen and men, to celeb-
rities and athletes, to images of people in bathing suits, to everyday
people on the street. Over two hundred black-and-white and color
photographs are included in the book, as well as a bibliography
and index. Willis has created a remarkable work that poses inter-
esting and hard to answer questions, on aspects of our society that
have long been neglected in the historical record. Highly recom-
mended.

Melissa Aho

Univ. of Minnesota

Boivgriprtiy/ Autebiogripliy

19-2-0159
Caistor, Nick. Che Guevara: A Life. Northampton, Mass.: Inter-
link, 2010. 160 pp. ISBN 978-1-56656-759-6, $15.00 (pb).

'The rebel iconography of Ernesto “Che” Guevara (1928-1967) is

uniquely modern. For the pilgrimage of his youth he mounted not

a mightly steed but a motorcycle. His afterlife is commemorated
in a silhouette photograph of bold heroism stamped on posters
and tee-shirts around the world. Beyond such images, what is the
reality? Caistor, a veteran BBC correspondent for Latin America,
chronicles the facts of Che’s life in this summary biography, pre-
sented with numerous black-and-white photographs and a brief
bibliography.

During Che’s childhood and youth in Argentina, he struggled
with asthma and against the status quo. Becoming a doctor, he
traveled Latin America, particularly intrigued by the revolution-
ary governments in Bolivia and Guatemala. Fleeing the latter af-
ter a U.S.-backed overthrow of its leftist regime, Che proceeded
to Mexico. There in 1955 he met another exiled revolutionary,
the Cuban leader, Fidel Castro. Together in 1956 they entered
Cuba, mounting a guerilla campaign that swept from east to west,
consolidating victory in Havana in 1959. Che’s government role
became supervising industrialization and globetrotting as spokes-
man for the new regime. His final years, though, were spent out-
side Cuba, attempting to establish revolutionary governments in
the Congo during 1965 and Bolivia, where he was assassinated
late in 1967. The people who ended his life hallowed it with mar-

tyrdom, ensuring iconic witness by future generations.

Edward A. Riedinger
Ohio State Univ. Libraries

19-2-0160

Charron, Katherine Mellen. Freedom’s Teacher: The Life of Sep-
tima Clark. Chapel Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 2009.
462 pp. ISBN 978-0-8078-3333-2, $35.00.

Rosa Parks is a name familiar to most Americans. Septima
Clark is known to very few, and that’s a shame. Clark deserves rec-
ognition equal to Parks, for her work fostering citizenship among
African Americans. Born in 1898, Septima Poinsette grew to ma-
turity in an era when the rights of African Americans were nearly
extinguished. At 18 she began teaching on Johns Island, South
Carolina. There she learned to compensate for inadequate educa-
tional resources by improvising. When school was not in session,
she taught basic literacy skills to adults.

For 30 years Clark combined teaching with extensive civic in-
volvement. Her career took a decisive turn in 1953 when she at-
tended a workshop at the Highlander Folk School. On her return
to South Carolina she developed a program to prepare Johns Is-
land residents to become registered voters. Clark was fired from
her public school teaching job for refusing to resign from the
NAACEP. She then joined the staff at Highlander where she creat-
ed a network of citizenship schools. Operating with a philosophy
that stressed the leadership potential of ordinary working people,
these schools became an integral part of the emerging civil rights
movement. Her Citizenship Education Program trained southern
activists to nurture grass-roots leaders and prepare African Amer-
icans to pass voter registration tests.

When she retired in 1970, Clark was celebrated for more than
half'a century of dedicated service. She never marched at the head
of a demonstration or delivered a fiery sermon in front of television
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cameras. Because she worked quietly behind the scenes and did
not seek personal acclaim, Clark’s contributions to the civil rights
movement have been largely overlooked. Charron’s carefully re-
searched biography should help correct that omission.

Paul T. Murray
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-1-0161

Chévez-Silverman, Susana. Scenes from la Cuenca de Los Angelesy otros
Natural Disasters. Madison: Univ. of Wisconsin Press, 2010. 176 pp.
ISBN 978-0-299-23524-6, $18.95 (pb).

“This is not a memoir written outside the box; it is a memoir
written to obliterate it,” says Publisher’s Weekly of this book. And
one could go one further: it is not a memoir but a stream-of-con-
sciousness literary quilt of memories and emotional buzz points of
Angeleno culture, community, family, and the absurdity of life,
which the author shares with abandon with the reader.

It is also a demanding book—not just because of its internal dia-
logue nature, but because it is written bilingually in full diapason.
That is, the text moves from English to Spanish and back to Eng-
lish from one paragraph to the next, with strong Spanglish twine
binding the mix. Ergo, by its intrinsically bilingual (and bicultur-
al) genre, this memoir could be thought to exclude either Spanish-
language readers or English-language readers. I tried reading just
the English portions to see if they hung together without need of
the Spanish text, but that took the corazén out of it. Y e/ lector que
me entienda, entenderd lo que digo [And the reader who understands
me will understand what I'm saying].

It is a niche book indeed—but an intelligent and virtuoso at-
tempt at a new literary genre that seems to be finding its place in
our general multicultural dialogue.

Himilce Novas
http://supernovas.org

19-2-0162

Lewis, Andrew B. The Shadows of Youth: The Remarkable Journey
of the Civil Rights Generation. New York: Hill & Wang, 2009.
356 pp. ISBN 978-0-8090-8598-9, $28.00.

The Shadows of Youth is a chronicle of the civil rights movement
told from the perspective of the freedom fighters on the front lines
of the struggle. Unlike most histories of this crusade that focus on
Martin Luther King, Jr., Lewis shifts the center of attention to
the activists of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee (SNCC). He contends that the movement led by King stalled
after the Montgomery bus boycott. The student sit-ins brought
energy and enthusiasm to a largely moribund venture. Following
the sit-ins, the militants of the SNCC rescued the Freedom Rides
and launched the Mississippi voter registration campaign. Even
in the Birmingham and Selma demonstrations, widely credited
to King’s leadership, Lewis sees the influence of SNCC veterans
Diane Nash and James Bevel.

Lewis uses biographies of seven key workers to trace the origin,
evolution, and eventual disintegration of the SNCC. He argues
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that growing prosperity allowed young African Americans to
see themselves as part of a national generation of teenagers with
the means to purchase the consumer goods that represented the
American dream. Their relative affluence made exclusion from
stores, trains, and restaurants more painful than for their parents.
He states that without the postwar economic boom, “the civil
rights movement as we know it would not have happened.”

Many scholarly monographs have been written about the SNCC,
but The Shadows of Yourh is a most accessible introduction.

Paul T. Murray
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0163
McQuillar, Tayannah Lee, and Johnson, Fred L., III. Tupac
Shakur: The Life and Times of an American Icon. Cambridge,
Mass.: Da Capo Press, 2010. 280 pp. ISBN 978-0-56858-387-7,
$15.95 (pb).

Rapper Tupac Shakur died almost 15 years ago, but his legacy
lives on through documentaries, web sites, and books. This new
work by historians McQuillar and Johnson does not necessarily
break new ground in examining Shakur’s meteoric rise and still-
unsolved death, but it does reasonably well in establishing the dual
personality of this oft-troubled young man. Shakur’s public “gang-
sta” image, argue the authors, conflicted with his private persona,
particularly the “nerd” (his own word) who loved to write poetry,
act, read voraciously, and ride roller coasters and who was a gradu-
ate of the Baltimore School for the Arts. But the authors often
skim over whole episodes in Shakur’s life, save for his fatal last
shooting, and too many long historical digressions on social issues
weaken the narrative flow. Purchasers should also be aware of the
raw language, particularly in direct quotes from Shakur’s associ-
ates.

Despite its weaknesses, this book is recommended for academic
and public libraries, to complement Molly Monjauze’s collection
Tupac Remembered (Chronicle Books, 2008).

Anthony J. Adam
Prairie View A&M Univ.

19-2-0164

Shen, Aisling Juanjuan. A4 Tiger’s Heart: The Story of a Modern
Chinese Woman. New York: Soho Press, 2009. 320 pp. ISBN 978-
1-56947-586-7, $24.00.

Shen tells her story of growing up in a rice-farming village in
rural China. Her love of school and learning was her ticket out of
her village and into college. After many unexpected turns, both
for good and for ill, she wound up a successful businesswoman in
Boston.

Her story is billed as also being the story of modern China—a
billing it lives up to. Shen came of age just as China was trans-



forming itself from a primarily rural, agricultural economy into an
international industrial powerhouse, and had she been born a gen-
eration earlier, cultural and economic restraints would have made
it impossible for her to escape a life of illiterate poverty and hard-
ship. Her story is also an inspiring tale that reads like well-written
Horatio Alger novel.

A Tiger’s Heart would be suitable for both students wanting a
personal story of modern China to flesh out their more macro
understanding of the nation, and for the general reader wanting
insight into Chinese culture and economics without formal study.
'The book contains some graphic language that may not be suitable
for all readers.

Elizabeth Redkey
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0165

Smith, Charlene, and Feister, John. Thea’s Song: The Life of Thea
Bowman. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2010. 319 pp. ISBN
978-1-57075-868-3, $28.00.

In 1948 four Franciscan nuns came to Canton, Mississippi,
to establish a school at the Holy Child Jesus Catholic Mission.
Among their eager students was ten-year-old Bertha Bowman,
daughter of the town’s only Black physician. Young Bertha felt
an instant affinity for these dedicated women and resolved to be-
come a nun herself. At the age of 15 she traveled to the Franciscan
motherhouse in Wisconsin where she took the name Sr. Thea. A
precocious student and gifted singer, she prepared for a teaching
career, eventually earning a doctorate in English literature.

The late 1960s and early 1970s were a time of turmoil in the
Catholic Church. Sister Thea emerged as a spokesperson for Black
Catholics, pressing for greater recognition within the Church and
persuading bishops to incorporate Black expression in Catholic
liturgies. In 1978 Thea began working as a consultant on “inter-
cultural awareness.” Her charismatic personality, beautiful singing
voice, and message stressing the need for greater cultural under-
standing made her a speaker much in demand for Catholic audi-
ences. Thea was diagnosed with cancer in 1984. She continued her
ministry despite a weakened body and frequent pain. “I'm going to
live until I die,” was her recurrent refrain.

Thea’s Song recounts the career of this inspirational woman. The
author is a fellow nun with access to Thea’s personal papers. Her
strongest chapters are those covering Thea’s final decade, where
her eloquent words speak directly to contemporary readers.

Paul T. Murray
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0166

Spagna, Ana Maria. Test Ride on the Sunnyland Bus: A Daughter’s
Civil Rights Journey. Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press, 2010. 270
pp. ISBN 978-0-8032-1712-6, $19.95 (pb).

Ana Maria Spagna was eleven years old when her father died.
Many years later she stumbled across an Internet reference to his
arrest in a civil rights protest. No one in her family could tell her
much about this incident, so she began a quest to learn more about
this hidden chapter of his life.

In 1957 Joseph Spagna was one of six young men, three Black
and three White, who boarded a Tallahassee bus to test the city’s
compliance with a desegregation order. When Joe and two Black
men took seats in the front section traditionally reserved for
Whites, they were arrested. An appeal of their convictions failed,
and Joe hastily left Florida rather than serve a long jail sentence.

Ana Maria traveled from her home in Washington State to
Florida where she pored over old newspapers and dusty court
records to unearth further details about her father’s arrest. Her
best sources, however, were three elderly men who had known Joe
Spagna in his younger years. They described an aspiring beatnik,
passionate about literature, who answered a call when White vol-
unteers were needed.

Test Ride is the story of Ana Maria’s voyage of personal discov-
ery, as much autobiography as biography, as she comes to terms
with memories and family relationships. In the closing chapter she
describes her participation in the fiftieth anniversary celebration
of the Tallahassee bus boycott to honor her father’s only act of
social protest.

Paul T. Murray
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0167

Steltenkamp, Michael ¥. Nicholas Black Elk: Medicine Man, Mis-
sionary, Mystic. Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 2009. 296 pp.
ISBN 978-0-8061-4063-6, $24.95.

Nicholas Black Elk is one of the few Native Americans (other
than warriors) whose name is familiar to many Americans, largely
because of his association with author John Neihardt. Neihardt’s
account of Black Elk’s life and thoughts, Black Elk Speaks, is a
touchstone of Native American literature. Perhaps because of
his celebrity and his Catholic faith, some considered Black Elk a
defeatist, subsumed by the dominant White culture while at the
same time searching for his lost heritage.

In his new biography of Black Elk, Steltenkamp, a Jesuit priest
and professor of Religious Studies, seeks to dispel this belief and
reinforce Black Elk’s position as an important Native American
spiritual leader. Beginning with a cultural history of the Lakota
People, Steltenkamp traces the life of Black Elk from his birth
on the banks of the Powder River in Wyoming, through his in-
volvement in the battles of the Little Big Horn (when he was ten)
and Wounded Knee, his participation in Buffalo Bill’s Wild West
Show, his conversion to Catholicism, and his later life as a vision-
ary and mystic.

Steltenkamp’s well-researched account achieves his purpose,
though some readers may note the author’s insistence on view-
ing Black Elk’s beliefs through his own Catholic values. Despite
this inherent bias, Nicholas Black Elk: Medicine Man, Missionary,
Mystic, is a valuable addition to the biographical record of influen-
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tial Native American leaders. Includes notes and black-and-white
photographs.

Andy J. Deering
Central Wyoming College

19-2-0168

Weaver, Kathleen. Peruvian Rebel: The World of Magda Portal.
University Park: Penn State Univ. Press, 2009. 328 pp. ISBN 978-
0-271-03549-9, $60.00.

Peruvian Rebel is a wide-ranging biography of Magda Portal
(1900-1989): poetess, social activist, and cofounder of a well-
known Peruvian political party, the American Popular Revolu-
tionary Alliance (APRA), during the 1930s. The first part recounts
the story of Magda from her childhood in Lima in a middle-class
family to the death of her father. Later, Magda awakens to Peru’s
social injustices and struggles to improve its politics, controlled by
right-wing governments in alliance with the United States, caus-
ing disarray among her exploited people. Her political and intel-
lectual journey led her to associate with prominent Peruvian liter-
ary and political figures such as César Vallejo, José C. Maridtegui,
and Victor R. Haya de la Torre. Because of her leftist views, she
was exiled and traveled to Cuba, Mexico, and Chile, among other
countries. She also made perilous trips within Peru to teach and
help the mistreated indigenous people, especially women. She be-
came the voice of Peruvian feminism, interested in helping both
men and women with education, health, and social reform. As a
poet, she honored Peruvian writers. In 1981, she was designated as
Writer of the Americas. In her poetry, she reminisces about child-
hood memories, the sea, injustices, and her loneliness.

Peruvian Rebel is not a traditional chronological biography.
Weaver intersperses historical, political, and cultural accounts of
Latin America and Europe. She touches on the legacy of the so-
cialist movement to the present, highlighting Portal’s contribu-
tion to Latin America’s social struggles. Her writing is clear and
intertwines the facts eloquently with feelings, narrating Portal’s
endurance amidst betrayal and the loss of her daughter. The book
is engaging to read and will be a great asset to students and schol-
ars in literature, history, and politics, as well as to those who want
to know the truth about the oppressed people of the American
continent. Included are a map of Peru, Portal’s personal photos,
copious notes, and a comprehensive bibliography. The section on
Portal’s poetry, both in Spanish and in English, is also valuable.

Rosita Chazarreta-Rourke
Duquesne Univ.

19-2-0169

Zulu, Princess Kasune, and Collins, Belinda A. Warrior Princess.
Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2010. 240 pp. ISBN 978-
0-8308-3725-0, $22.00 (pb).

Princess Zulu knew all her life that God had singled her out for
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a special purpose or calling. She didn’t understand what that call-
ing was until she was diagnosed with HIV/AIDS.

The author grew up as Princess Kasune in a loving family in
Zambia. She was a bright young woman who had to forgo her
education after her parents died of AIDS and she became preg-
nant. At the age of 18, she married Moffat Zulu, yet she continued
feel this calling.

After her diagnosis, she was given a pink pamphlet that pro-
vided her with a great deal of information on HIV and AIDS, and
it was as though a light had come on for her. Even though she was
a married woman with two young daughters, she was determined
to be tested for the virus and also insisted her husband be tested as
well (his two previous wives had died of AIDS). On finding that
they were both HIV positive, neither gave in to the disease. Prin-
cess defied the many restrictions in her culture in order to educate
as many people as she could about the virus. From her humble
origins in a small African city, she became a world renowned ad-
vocate for HIV/AIDS education

Warrior Princess is easy reading, but has a very powerful mes-
sage. The number of lives saved because of Mrs. Zulu’s efforts will
never be known, but it is certain to be many. The book is appro-
priate for teens as well as adults and is recommended for public
library collections.

Charlie Spencer Lackey
Duke Univ. Medical Center Library

tistorny

19-2-0170

Berlin, Ira. The Making of African America: The Four Great Mi-
grations. New York: Viking, 2010. 290 pp. ISBN 978-0-670-
02137-6, $27.95.

As he did with Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries
of Slavery in Mainland North America, Berlin has painted with a
broad stroke an amazing “new narrative” of not one but of succes-
sive waves of African descendants evolving over time into African
Americans. In a rather physically and spiritually traumatic fash-
ion, and situated on a continuum of movement and place, African
descendants in what the author depicts as Four Great Migrations
have followed patterns unlike what any other “coming to America”
group went through or is going through.

'The author describes African people who, over a 400-year pe-
riod, have been an important variable in “the ever changing de-
mands of global capitalism and its voracious appetite for labor
which has reduced men and women—whether slave or free—into
factors of production that can be extracted from one place and
located elsewhere” (p. 12). Place and movement, the driving force
behind the “contrapuntal narrative” during that 400-year span,
“informed the development of a distinctive African American way
of thinking and acting, as black society unraveled and then was
re-knit” (p. 19).

‘Three of the four great migrations, of which the unraveling and
re-knitting of Black society was a byproduct, were the Atlantic



crossing (the Middle Passage) of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries; the movement of slaves from the Atlantic seaboard to
the deep southern interior during the first half of the nineteenth
century; and the flight from the South to northern cities during
the mid-twentieth century. The fourth migration of the late twen-
tieth century and into the twenty-first is a disaporic influx into the
United States of “people of African descendants ... from all over
the world—Africa, the greater Caribbean, South America, and
Europe—again changing the composition, character, and cultures
of the black population of the United States” (pp. 16, 207-208).

Although this recent diasporic influx was helped by such leg-
islation as the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act and the
1986 Immigration and Control Act, creating place and/or com-
mon ground has not been as easy as with the previous waves of
immigration. “The unity of past centuries proved more elusive ...
in the fourth great migration” (pp. 206, 219): differences, some
beyond resolution, remain, fostering tensions and defining Afri-
can America as a balkanized people, identifiable as native (African
American), African (Nigerian, Ghanian, and so on), and Carib-
bean (Dominican, Jamaician, Haitian, and others). Many wrap
themselves in the flags of the country of their birth, not only as
“a message to the white community that they expect to be treated
differently [but as well] to emphasize their difference from Afri-
can Americans” (p. 221)—thus the potential to remake African-
American life, “and, with it, the nation” (p. 242).

Putting those differences aside, the election of Barack Obama as
the first African-American president demonstrates the strength and
worth of the evolutionary process. As the author clearly states in the
book, “Obama—Ilike so many before him—articulated the master
narrative of slavery to freedom. But, also like many before him, he
has lived the narrative of movement and place. His experience—
like theirs—suggests the utility of the new narrative” (p. 242).

The book is suitable for students at the high school and college
levels as well as the general reading public.

A.J. Williams-Myers
State Univ. of New York, College at New Paltz

19-2-0171

Brown, Judith M. Windows into the Past: Life Histories and the
Historian of South Asia. Notre Dame, Ind.: Univ. of Notre Dame
Press, 2009. 136 pp. ISBN 978-0-268-02217-4, $20.00 (pb).

Windows into the Past is based on a series of lectures given in
2008 at the University of Notre Dame by Brown about new ap-
proaches for historical research on the history of British rule in In-
dia (the Raj) and the Indian Nationalist Movement led by Nehru
and Gandhi.

Unfortunately, this book disappoints because a person who
knows something about India will not find much that is new. There
is nothing new in Brown’s “discovery” that political and economic
elites come from the same background, attend the same schools,
share common values, and marry each other. I was surprised that
she was surprised that important political leaders preserved their
private papers. She also thinks that longitudinal family histories
are different from normal biographical studies and oral histories,

which they are not.

Another problem is that she emphasizes the value of photog-
raphy as a historical source without discussing its weaknesses.
Although photography certainly has a role, it is doubtful that
historians can draw conclusions about attitudes from pictures; for
instance, the view that Susan B. Anthony was a dour person and
not a cheery individual, as her friends wrote, is based on a single
picture, which reflected nineteenth-century photography when a
subject had to hold a pose for several minutes.

The book’s greatest value lies in its footnotes and bibliography
that helpfully suggest further resources about India, including
Brown’s own in-depth biographies of Gandhi and Nehru.

Rick Sirvint
West Hartford, Conn.

19-2-0172

Browning, Christopher R. Remembering Survival: Inside a Nazi
Slave-Labor Camp. New York: WW. Norton, 2009. 376 pp.
ISBN 978-0-393-07019-4, $27.95.

Written by an American professor and historian of the Holo-
caust, this volume focuses on the brutal destruction of a Jewish
community in Poland (Wierzbnik-Starachowie) during World
War II, and the role of SS man and police chief Walther Becker
in sending about 4,000 Jews to their death in Treblinka as well
as 1,600 Jews to slave-labor camps and local armament factories.
Only 600-700 people survived; 292 of them (presently living in
Israel, United States, and Canada) were interviewed by the au-
thor. On the basis of their depositions, one can distinguish four
special aspects: a) the Jews, humiliated and hated by the Nazis,
were subjected to difficult living and working conditions, lost their
property, and lacked food and medicine; sick people and newborn
babies were killed, while others were victims of random execu-
tions; Jewish leaders (Judenrat) and policemen were viewed criti-
cally ("some good, some bad") or as privileged opportunists; b)
German officers included both very cruel and occasionally merci-
ful individuals, as well as some who were greedy and could be
bribed; ¢) the Polish people in many cases displayed anti-Semitic
sentiments; some openly showed joy at the humiliation of Jews or
denounced them to the Germans, but there were also others who
helped their Jewish friends, neighbors, or business associates; d)
many Ukrainian guards were brutal anti-Semites who beat and
killed Jews; others were lenient and helped them to smuggle food
or permitted other favors for bribes.

We also find descriptions of Jewish life before the Holocaust,
ghetto conditions, massacres, and post-war investigations, and
trials. Ironically and astonishingly, in 1972, the Hamburg State
Court of war crimes against Jews acquitted police chief Becker,
interpreting that the testimony of the 100 witnesses and the 51
statements of other survivors were "notoriously unreliable” deposi-
tions of interested parties. Maps, photos, copious reference notes,
and a general index are useful additions to this scholarly study.
Recommended for Holocaust collections in the United States and
abroad.
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Vladimir F. Wertsman
New York Public Library

19-2-0173

De Bellaigue, Christopher. Rebel Land: Unraveling the Riddle of
History in a Turkish Town. New York: Penguin Press, 2010. 270
pp- ISBN 978-1-59420-252-0, $25.95.

A combination of historical detective story, travelogue, philo-
sophical musings, folklore, and sociology, Rebel/ Land is a beauti-
fully written and emotional account of the author’s journeys to the
eastern Turkish town of Varta and its environs in an attempt to
discover the truth and effects of the 1915 Armenian genocide.

De Bellaigue examines the kaleidoscopic nature of ethnic and
religious conflict in Turkey from the late Ottoman Empire until
the present. Conflicts among and between Turks, Kurds, Arme-
nians, and others are analyzed insightfully and provide a profound
understanding of the nature of societal strife. The author makes
the point that no single ethnic group was totally good or bad. The
Armenian massacres and Kurdish nationalism are complex issues,
perhaps even more difficult to understand than the Holocaust,
where no doubt exists as to who the perpetrator of evil was.

De Bellaigue uses folktales to emphasize his theses and explores
the role of myths in perpetuating conflict. His command of Turk-
ish sources provides additional information. This is a powerful,
soul-searching book by a writer with tremendous literary ability,
sensitivity, and wisdom. It is the best book I have read about Tur-
key and, in particular, the struggle of Kurdish guerrillas against
the Turkish government.

Rebel Land made me think that the happiest people in the world
today are probably Kurds living freely in northern Iraq, and that
the worst thing in history is prejudice against people because of
their DNA, the one thing they cannot control.

Rick Sirvint
West Hartford, Conn.

19-2-0174

Dittmer, John. The Good Doctors: The Medical Committee for Hu-
man Rights and the Struggle for Justice in Health Care. New York:
Bloomsbury, 2009. 324 pp. ISBN 978-1-59691-567-1, $30.00.

The Medical Committee for Human Rights (MCHR) was es-
tablished in 1964 by a group of left-leaning physicians in support
of the southern civil rights movement. Recruitment of doctors and
nurses for the Mississippi Freedom Summer project was its first
major effort. There the MCHR volunteers encountered African
Americans with untreated medical problems and lacking access
to health care. Working with local Black physicians, the MCHR
developed innovative medical programs for impoverished Missis-
sippians. The following year MCHR volunteer medics accompa-
nied civil rights marchers from Selma to Montgomery and helped
organize the first Head Start program in Mississippi. Its activists
also picketed the American Medical Association for excluding
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Black physicians from its southern affiliates and petitioned Wash-
ington to deny federal funds to segregated hospitals.

In the late 1960s the MCHR shifted its focus and emerged as
the medical arm of the New Left. MCHR members protested
the Vietnam War and provided emergency care at anti-war ral-
lies, including the 1968 Chicago Democratic convention. MCHR
chapters launched pioneering projects to deliver health care to un-
derserved urban populations. They joined forces with the Black
Panther Party in Chicago and the American Indian Movement
at Alcatraz and Wounded Knee. During the early 1970s the drive
for national health insurance absorbed the MCHR members, but
ideological clashes split the organization and membership plum-
meted.

Dittmer’s carefully researched study places the MCHR within
the web of organizations that populated the 1960s and reminds
readers how this small group of medical activists planted the seeds
that led to a national network of comprehensive community health
centers.

Paul T. Murray
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0175

Elinson, Elaine, and Yogi, Stan. Wherever There’s a Fight: How
Runaway Slaves, Suffragists, Immigrants, Strikers, and Poets
Shaped Civil Liberties in California. Berkeley, Calif.: Heyday
Books, 2009. 512 pp. ISBN 978-1-59714-114-7, $24.95 (pb).

Elinson and Yogi have written a powerful twelve-chapter book.
Each chapter focuses on a particular issue Californians have
fought over, some since first becoming a state. Some of these issues
include immigrant, worker, and women’s rights; racial inequality;
GLBT rights; religious freedom; and disability rights. I found my-
self quite incensed while reading, due to the continual injustices
that group after group of Californians had to face while fighting
for basic human rights.

While readers can discern the root cause, the authors refuse to
specify. Doing so remains “politically incorrect” in my opinion,
though things are moving in the direction of making this less so.
'Therefore allow me to decipher, by sheer process of elimination,
the culprit behind each of the twelve issues this book describes—
White Christians. Not all White Christians are liable. However,
with few if any exceptions, all culprits were of White Christian
backgrounds. I hate to throw the word Christian around so loose-
ly because this implies that Christ has some connection to these
pagans. In fact, with few exceptions these Christians have pretty
much inverted one of Christ’s basic messages, to help the down-
trodden. Kicking the downtrodden is more like what these hea-
thens have done, and without a major theological change, I see no
reason to expect anything different in the future.

Potential readers who haven’t yet been convinced that anger is
some horrible, unacceptable emotion, something to repress at all
costs, this book may be for you. Wherever There’s a Fight should
anger decent people who read about continual abuses of power.
I hope those readers will use their right to “freedom of speech
and press” to let those who continue to abuse their power know



what they think of such abuse. You might even offer them your
prayers.

Richard Levik
Los Angeles Unified School Dist.

www.theleviteline.com

19-2-0176

Florence, Ronald. Emissary of the Doomed: Bargaining for Lives
in the Holocaust. New York: Viking, 2009. 336 pp. ISBN 978-0-
670-02072-0, $27.95.

Florence offers well-documented and captivating writing on the
Holocaust in Hungary during the final stages of World War II. In
order to save Hungarian Jews from deportation to death camps,
three Jewish leaders (Joel Brand, an ardent Zionist and “Emissary
of the Dead;” Rezso (Israel) Kastner, a noted lawyer; and Bandi
Grosz, a smuggler of Jews from Slovakia) gained access to Adolf
Eichmann and his close associates, and started bargaining on the
basis of Eichmann's proposal: “a million Jews for ten thousand
trucks is cheap,” later adding machines, spare parts, raw materi-
als, leather, coffee, tea, and soap. At the end, in the absence of any
agreement, over 450,000 deported Jews were killed in Auschwitz
and other death camps. Only Kastner succeeded in saving a group
of Jews, including his family, and sending them on a train to Swit-
zerland.

The three negotiators blamed England, America, and the Jew-
ish Agency from Palestine (later Israel) for refusing to provide
financial means and to negotiate with Eichmann. We also find
several interesting biographical details. For instance, Brand's wife
became Kastner's steady concubine; Grosz was also a secret Nazi
agent, served six years in a Turkish prison, and immigrated to Is-
rael; and Kastner was assassinated in Israel and blamed as a Nazi
collaborator for his friendly relations with SS officers. Brand, who
also immigrated to Israel, constantly complained about the Jewish
Agency for not helping to save the Hungarian Jews, and he served
as a main prosecution witness during Eichmann's trial. An exten-
sive list of reference notes, relevant photos, and a useful general
index supplement this valuable book, which is certainly deserving
of a place on the shelves of libraries and organizations with Holo-
caust collections in the United States and abroad.

Vladimir F. Wertsman
New York Public Library

19-2-0177

Goodman, Jordan. The Devil and Mr. Casement: One Man’s Bat-
tle for Human Rights in South America’s Heart of Darkness. New
York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2010. 320 pp. ISBN 978-0-374-
13840-0, $30.00.

Sir Roger Casement (1864-1916) is most noted as a distin-
guished Anglo-Irish diplomat hung for treason for supporting
Irish republican revolutionaries during World War I. The British

government, in attempting to erase his previously notable reputa-
tion for international humanitarianism, released his “black dia-
ries,” containing entries on his homosexual encounters. His hu-
manitarian efforts focused on exposing the exploitation and abuse
of indigenous peoples in the Belgian Congo River basin (Joseph
Conrad’s “heart of darkness”) and the Putumayo River, a Peruvian
tributary of the Amazon.

Goodman is a historian affiliated with the University of Lon-
don, who here narrates the details and moral drama of Sir Roger’s
efforts in Peru to expose and remedy the abuses of the enslaved
Putumayo Indians who were held on the plantations of the rub-
ber baron, Julio César Arana. Casement journeyed to the remote
regions twice (in 1910 and 1911) as British consul in Brazil. He
reported the diabolical conditions on the baron’s landholdings,
which were incorporated in London as the Peruvian Amazon
Company. The exposure led to the company’s dismantlement.

'This book is substantively supported with black-and-white pho-
tographs, a map, chronologies, notes on the text and illustrations,
and an extensive bibliography, primarily of English sources.

Edward A. Riedinger
Ohio State Univ. Libraries

19-2-0178

Henderson, Timothy ]. The Mexican Wars for Independence. New
York: Hill & Wang, 2009. 240 pp. ISBN 978-0-8090-9509-4,
$27.50.

Much has been written about Mexican independence. The
quantity is appropriate insofar as the struggle that led to it was
prolonged, contradictory, and conflicted. Elites vied with each
other as to who would lead a new country, while others challenged
whether there should be such an entity. The battles between 1810
and 1821 that led to independence resemble a series of civil wars
both between Mexican and Spanish elites and against a loosened
peasantry.

Henderson, a historian specializing in Mexico, reviews the con-
fusing etiology of Mexican nationhood. He concentrates on the
initial phases of the conflict and the conspiracies and tactics of
its early clerical leaders, Miguel Hidalgo and José Maria More-
los. The contradictions and populist brutality of their actions left
a legacy of nationhood riveted by inequality, violence, and anar-
chy. The irony of Mexican independence is that a royalist military
commander who opposed it, Agustin de Iturbide, achieved it. He
came to see that the status quo could best be achieved if Mexico
became an independent empire, with he himself its monarch. The
status quo, nonetheless, became cycles of socio-political break-
down and authoritarianism. Accompanying the text are black-
and-white illustrations, a map, a chronology, and suggestions for
further reading primarily in English. Chapter notes mainly cite
secondary sources.

Edward A. Riedinger
Ohio State Univ. Libraries
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19-2-0179

Huntley, Horace, and McKerley, John W., eds. Foot Soldiers for
Democracy: The Men, Women, and Children of the Birmingham
Civil Rights Movement. Champaign: Univ. of Illinois Press,
2009. 264 pp. ISBN 978-0-252-03478-7, $75.00 (cl); 978-0-252-
07668-8, $25.00 (pb).

Too often histories of the civil rights movement focus on the
leading personalities. This is true of the historic 1963 Birming-
ham confrontations where published accounts are dominated by
the conflict between African-American ministers Martin Luther
King, Jr., Ralph Abernathy, and Fred Shuttlesworth pressing for
integration and racist Commissioner “Bull” Connor defending
segregation. By presenting transcripts of interviews with 29 or-
dinary citizens who participated in the Birmingham movement,
Foot Soldiers for Democracy offers a valuable corrective. The subjects
range from Emma Smith Young, a laundress who was 61 at the
time of the demonstrations, to Audrey Faye Hendricks, a nine-
year-old elementary school student who was one of the young-
est protestors arrested in 1963. Their accounts were selected from
a larger collection of oral histories gathered by the Birmingham
Civil Rights Institute.

Each of the interviews is accompanied by a brief biographi-
cal sketch. Two short introductory essays explain the larger sig-
nificance of the incidents covered in these interviews. A detailed
chronology clarifies the sequence of events described by these
“foot soldiers.” Scholars and serious students of the civil rights
movement will appreciate these compelling first-person accounts
of the Birmingham protests.

Paul T. Murray
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0180
Sand, Shlomo. The Invention of the Jewish People. Brooklyn, N.Y.:
Verso, 2009. 432 pp. ISBN 978-1-84467-422-0, $34.95.

Many nations incorporate history and legend into their founda-
tion story and perhaps no historical narrative of nationhood has
more gravity in contemporary world affairs than Israel’s. It is this
story of the Jewish people that Sand puts under the lens of his-
torical scrutiny. Sand, a professor of modern French history at Tel
Aviv University, presents essentially a historiography of the many
accounts of Jewish history from the Old Testament and Josephus
Flavius to the German Jewish historians of the nineteenth century
and contemporary histories of the Jewish people.

His work is a polemic argument against the Zionist conception
of the Jewish nation since the 1950s. The Zionist view is that the
Jewish people today are essentially the descendants of the Jews who
were driven out of Judea by the Romans in the first century CE.
Sand contends that the Jewish population was not driven out of
Judea by the Romans after the first and second rebellions and that
the Palestinian farmers in today’s Israel are in all likelihood de-
scendants of Jewish peasants who remained on the land. He also
notes that many of the communities of the Jewish Diaspora of late
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antiquity in North Africa, Spain, and other parts of the Mediter-
ranean world were proselytizing Jews who won many converts.
Perhaps Sand’s most focused and strident argument is that most
of the Jews of Central and Eastern Europe are the descendants of
the Khazars, a Turkic people of the Caucasus region who converted
to Judaism during the early Middle Ages. All of these arguments
challenge a major Zionist tenet, the right of Jewish people every-
where to return to their national homeland, Israel.

Sand’s book was published last year in Hebrew with an early
2009 translation into French. Needless to say it is a highly contro-
versial work that will stir the pot we call the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Recommended with caution for academic and public libraries.

William J. Kanalley
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0181

Greenspoon, Leonard J., ed. The Mountains Shall Drip Wine:
Jews and the Environment. Lincoln: Creighton Univ. Press; dist.
by Univ. of Nebraska Press, 2009. 200 pp. Series: Studies in Jew-
ish Civilization. ISBN 1-881871-59-2, $35.00 (pb).

'This anthology of Jewish views on the environment contained
certain stories that piqued my interest above others. Dean Bell’s
story regarding earthquakes in the early modern world garnered
my attention. Philip Hollander’s comparison and contrast of two
Israeli films regarding immigration to the Holy Land was inter-
esting, though no doubt better understood by those having seen
these films.

Gary Rendsburg’s story about Israel in relation to the land of
Canaan would be of special interest to history buffs. Rendsburg
discusses an ancient Egyptian courtier, Sinuhe, and his encounter
with the land of Canaan. Rendsburg found that Sinuhe’s discov-
eries matched those found in Deuteronomy 8:8, written centuries
later. Deut. 11:10-15 is also referenced where Rendsburg points
out God’s intention for the Promised Land was for seasonal rains
to make life easier than life in Egypt, where water needed to be
diverted from the Nile and other similar sources to irrigate the
crops and land. However, seasonal rains were dependent on Is-
rael’s obedience to their covenant with God.

Alon Tal is the former chair of Life and Environment, the um-
brella group of Israel’s 90 environmental organizations. Tal’s story
is loaded with scriptural references along with some rabbinic refer-
ences to ancient Israel, ancient Judea, and modern Israel. Tal also
lists and describes some of the many worldwide leaders of Jewish
background within today’s environmental movement.

If the intersection of God, religion, history, ethnicity, and the
environment from a Jewish worldview is of interest to you, then
this book will capture your attention. Some of the essays, however,
are stronger and more relevant than others.



Richard Levik
Los Angeles Unified School Dist.

www.theleviteline.com

19-2-0182

Lorentzen, Lois; Gonzalez, Joaquin J.; Chun, Kevin M.; and Do,
Hien Duc, eds. Religion at the Corner of Bliss and Nirvana. Dur-
ham, N.C.: Duke Univ. Press, 2009. 400 pp. ISBN 978-0-8223-
4547-3, $24.95 (pb).

This collection of essays looks at the role of religion in binding
new immigrant communities in the United States and how immi-
grants have retained transnational communities of faith. Several
of the essays evaluate the contributions of immigrant churches to
the revitalization of decaying religious institutions tied to older
immigrant groups, like the Irish, and the positive contributions of
immigrant churches and lay societies to the social capital and reli-
gious diversity of American society. An opening section provides
examples of the interaction of faith, gender, and sexuality. An-
other section looks at the church as a community helping immi-
grants adapt to American society. Essays explore how immigrants
change the communities they reside in by bringing their own
unique cultural, religious, linguistic, and nationalist values to the
larger society. One of the central themes of this section is how re-
ligion and faith remain essential for positive adaptation to Ameri-
can society and cushion the isolation and alienation of new immi-
grants to America. A third section emphasizes the transnational
connections of immigrant religious communities, like the Filipino
Global Church of Christ, the Catholic Kerygma movement of El
Salvador, and the Buddhist Tianhou/Mazu cult of Taiwan. The
fourth section deals with the civic and political engagement of im-
migrants in the United States. There is an important essay on how
Filipino immigrants have played a crucial role in providing social
capital to communities in California and reinvigorating voluntary
social networks.

This is not a comprehensive survey of the role of religion in im-
migrant communities but rather a selective collection that concen-
trates on immigrants from El Salvador, the Philippines, Vietnam,
and Taiwan. There is one chapter on the Mayan immigrants from
the Yucatan of Mexico. Ironically, while this is a much-needed
study of the role of religion and faith for new immigrants, it
concentrates on the two major religious traditions in the United
States, Protestant and Roman Catholic Christianity and how new
immigrants have revitalized those—with limited attention to oth-
er religious traditions. However, this is a welcome addition to the
literature on religion and new immigrants, a field that most social
scientists have ignored.

Harvey J. Strum
Sage Colleges of Albany

19-2-0183
Selmanovic, Samir. It’s Really All About God: Reflections of a Mus-
lim Atheist Jewish Christian. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2009.

300 pp. ISBN 978-0-470-43326-3, $24.95.

A mixture of memoir and theological reflection, this book con-
siders the future of organized religion in the current climate of
fear and hatred between religious groups. The assumption is that
most people turn away from religion, striving to be spiritual in-
stead. Jews, Christians, and Muslims are endangering their fu-
tures by continuing to harbor hostilities toward one another. Sel-
manovic believes the world can change if religious adherents, as
well as atheists, begin to communicate about religion on a broad
scale that invites finding commonalities, accepting one another,
and creating a unified and inclusive community.

'The author writes from his location as a convert to Christianity
from Islam, as an immigrant from Croatia to the United States,
and as a Seventh Day Adventist pastor. He describes his life expe-
riences throughout the book, reflecting on the deeper theological
meanings related to interreligious dialogue and religious toler-
ance. While his book claims to be written for people of any faith,
its strong Christian perspective and use of Christian language and
imagery may limit its ability to reach a large readership beyond
Christian communities. Designed for reading and discussing in a
group setting, this book includes a hearty study guide of reflective
questions to accompany every chapter.

Mpyka Kennedy-Stephens
Chicago, I11.

Sucation

19-2-0184

Alonso, Gaston; Anderson, Noel S.; Su, Celina; and Theoharis,
Jeanne. Our Schools Suck: Students Talk Back to a Segregated Na-
tion on the Failures of Urban Education. New York: New York
Univ. Press, 2009. 300 pp. ISBN 978-0-8147-8307-8, $70.00 (cD);
978-0-8147-8308-5, $22.00 (pb).

In allowing the voices of a few urban youth to be heard on the
pages of this book, the authors have empowered millions. By ref-
erendum, those students and these authors challenge the message
of all who say that inner city youth care nothing about their own
education. Their contention is that such generalities paint a stereo-
typical picture that is far from the truth. Just as idiotic is burden-
ing or blaming the students as opposed to the circumstances that
many of them are born into: crippling poverty, which relegates
them to neighborhoods where educational institutions are segre-
gated and learning conditions are among the worst in the nation.
Under such conditions, as discussed with these students, taking
pleasure in learning, staying focused, and finding optimism for the
future is very difficult, especially when their lives are consumed
by fears associated with unemployment and various types of dis-
crimination.

While it may be true that some students in these communi-
ties don't always attend classes or do their homework, as critics
seem anxious to point out, what the authors found was that this
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stemmed less from their not valuing education than from their
“loss of confidence in themselves and the school to do right by
them.” Throughout the book, there is evidence of the troubling
dehumanization of urban youth connected to and by many of their
schools. The authors emphasize the irresponsibility of the critics
and the adults in charge of the school systems where there often is
rampant disregard for the educational welfare of the children they
are supposed to be teaching.

The authors conclude that education is a fundamental right
by way of the federal government's role in setting standards for
schools. Without violating local control of education, this should
be grounds for constitutional protection so that all students re-
ceive equitable schooling. I find that a compelling argument. If
that thought were to be put into new and vibrant reform for urban
education, including the empowerment of students to help fix the
problems plaguing their schools, it would put teeth into the origi-
nal Brown v. Board of Education decision of 1954, and finally allow
it to live up to its promise of an equal education for all.

Instead of criticizing what urban youth are not doing, maybe
those with the power of position should use their influence to urge
on reforms that would genuinely help those students they seem to
so enjoy tearing down.

Henry C. Griffith, Sr.
Powell, Ohio

19-2-0185

Begaudeau, Francois. The Class. New York: Seven Stories, 2009.
270 pp. Trans. from French by Lisa Asher. ISBN 978-1-58322-
885-1, $17.95 (pb).

The source for an award-winning film of the same name, Zhe
Class is narrated by a homeroom teacher of French language and
literature in a middle school in France. Through this work, the
reader is able to hear the raw voices of both the students and the
teacher as they struggle to understand such issues as race, class,
identity, colonial history, immigration, and education. It is the
students’ raw voices as they struggle to better understand them-
selves, the world around them, and the role of education in their
lives that is guaranteed to capture and keep readers’ attention.
These students travel as a group to different teachers’ classes to
learn other subject areas. They are in their final year of middle
school which ends with a high-stakes exam that partly determines
their placement at the high school level. In France, this is known
as the reverse counting system—#risieme. The ninth grade exam
tracks students to either begin vocational training or courses in
preparation for an academic baccalaureate program.

The Class will leave readers with an understanding of the com-
monalities and differences in students no matter where they are
located in the world. This class of ninth grade 14-year-olds could
easily be located in a middle school classroom in the Bronx, or
Trenton, or South Los Angeles. Students, teachers, administra-
tors, and teacher educators will benefit from 7he Class. Its rel-
evance reaches across the boundaries of schools—urban, rural,
public, private, and alternative schools.
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Linda Rhone

Newman Univ.

19-2-0186

Kollar, Nathan R. Defending Religious Diversity in Public Schools:
A Practical Guide for Building Our Democracy and Deepening Our
Education. Santa Barbara, Calif.: Praeger, 2009. 216 pp. ISBN
978-0-313-35997-2, $39.95.

Kollar invites readers to a serious conversation about the Consti-
tution’s cornerstone principle of separating church and state, which
dictates that American public schools stay away from advocating
any religion in their curricula. Kollar warns that leaving students
ignorant to different faiths altogether could be an open invitation
to exactly the kind of insensitivity, lack of tolerance, and bigotry
our schools should be lessening instead of perpetuating.

'This work not only makes a powerful case for exposing students
to the multifaith practices in the United States and around the
world, it focuses on the skills teachers, counselors, and adminis-
trators must master to address diversity in religious faiths that will
be effective and lasting over time such as: keeping up to date with
all of the latest research developments from both the legal and
educational communities, choosing a leader, forming an advocacy
coalition, listening, cultural analysis, conflict resolution, and insti-
tutional development. This author’s analysis and recommendations
are enhanced by a cultural toolbox that readers will find useful in
discerning the values and culture of an institution and a true/false
exam for pre-assessment of legal knowledge about religion in the
schools.

Ignorance of multiple religious faiths continues to keep many
children and adults divided all over the world. As our nation grap-
ples with the problems associated with our multifaith framework,
this timely book will help people of different faiths to live in peace
and with mutual respect. It is a must read.

Linda Rhone

Newman Univ.

19-2-0187

Lépez Pulido, Alberto; de Alvarado, Barbara Driscoll; Samora,
Carmen, eds. Moving Beyond Borders: Julidn Samora and the Es-
tablishment of Latino Studies. Champaign: Univ. of Illinois Press,
2009. 312 pp. ISBN 978-0-252-03463-3, $70.00 (cl); 978-0-252-
07656-5, $30.00 (pb).

Students and friends of Julidn Samora provide a festschrift about
the life and influence of a man often referred to as the father of
Latino studies in the United States, with Latino studies gener-
ally meant here as border studies, Chicano studies, and Mexican
American studies. A professor at Notre Dame from 1959 to 1984,
Samora believed in being involved in community activities, not
just studying them. Some 30 contributors provide personal mem-
oirs and detailed aspects of his thoughts while also giving insight
into an era when minority studies were neither common nor ap-



preciated. This is an upper level work meant for academics.

Patrick M. Valentine

East Carolina Univ.

19-2-0188
Urrieta, Louis, Jr. Working from Within: Chicana and Chicano Ac-

tivist Educators in Whitestream Schools. Tucson: Univ. of Arizona

Press, 2009. 176 pp. ISBN 978-0-8165-2611-6, $39.95.

Working from Within is a landmark study of Chicano identity
and its relationship with whitestream institutions and activism
that should be on the shelves of every library. The book is instruc-
tive for anyone interested in studying subjectivity-identity as top-
ics writ large.

Using life history, narrative interviews, and ethnographic data,
and working with constructivist understandings of subjectivity-
identity, Urrieta narrates the contours of Chicana and Chicano
identities. Mirroring a deeply painful and honest biographical
dilemma regarding his own activist identity and ability to enact
change, his participants’ stories explore critical conversations, en-
gagement in activisms, and dilemmas of “authenticity” about sell-
ing out or being “down” down for the Cause. In the end, Urrieta,
modest in his conclusion about local contextualized Chicano ac-
tivisms, comes to understand his participants and himself as com-
plex and multiple folks in rejecting dualisms of either “authentic
activists” or “sell outs.”

What is important here is Urrieta’s self-love (a crucial political
act today)—reflected in the way in which he embraces his partici-
pants—in narrating more ample, critically conscious, and progres-
sive Chicano identities. As a critically conscious White educator
trained by ex-Raza members in South Texas, it reminded me of
the pleasures of coftee and conversation with the ones I love: Chi-
canos and those of many other identities.

James C. Jupp
Central Arkansas Univ.

tHraltts caind Miedicine

19-2-0189

Bateman, William; Abesamis-Mendoza, Noilyn; Ho-Asjoe, Henri-
etta, eds. Praeger Handbook of Asian American Health: Tuking Notice
and Taking Action. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 2009. 2 vols.,
800 pp. ISBN 978-0-313-34701-6, $195.00.

"This work covers almost every aspect of health that is of interest to
Asian Americans of all backgrounds, as well as to health care provid-
ers, counselors, and others who work with Asian Americans. It is not
the type of book you would necessarily sit down and read from cover
to cover, but it is filled with such interesting information that you
might just find yourself doing that. Information was provided that I
had not read anyplace else. Even though I am African American, I
found the information vital and important to me.

"The handbook provides a great deal of statistical information on
Asian Americans’ health. Its graphs and charts are invaluable in
showing differences between various groups of Americans. It com-
pares Asian Americans with other Americans and tries to explain why
some health issues are more common in one group than another.

The book looks at Asian Americans from a cultural, social, and
health standpoint. It can be used as a ready reference handbook. Asian
American Health is written in layman’s terminology. This book would
fit well in any Asian American’s home library, the public library, or a
medical library.

Charlie Spencer Lackey
Duke Univ. Medical Center Library

Sveial and (Political Seienees

19-2-0190

Alden, Edward. The Closing of the American Border: Terrorism, Im-
migration, and Security Since 9/11. New York: HarperCollins, 2008.
346 pp. Published with the Council on Foreign Relations. ISBN 978-
0-06-155839-9, $27.95 (cl); 978-0-06-155840-5, $15.99 (pb).

'This book purports to be an explanation of why the United States
has tried to limit the number of foreigners entering the country. Read-
ers are provided with an intriguing story of Homeland Security’s bu-
reaucratic development and its policies. It is also a disappointment.

'The author who is a fellow at the prestigious Council on Foreign
Relations fails to answer the forensic question of why the U.S.-Mex-
ican border has been walled off. He treats the matter as if it were in a
political, social, cultural vacuum. Alden provides corporate America’s
explanation of post 9/11 events. Though he mentions the anti-im-
migrant movement, Alden fails to adequately analyze it. He ignores
the tremendous animus against immigrants, especially Hispanics,
which already existed. Alden fails to recognize that the true signifi-
cance of 9/11 was that it allowed various groups to become wealthy
and amalgamate political power by turning on groups they disdained
and pitting them against others. There is no discussion of the mas-
sive fundraising of the anti-immigrant lobby, nor an examination of
why there is no Canadian wall, although a number of terrorists were
caught there. Did any generals or admirals cite Mexico as a national
security threat? There are endnotes, but the narrative lacks citations. It
is not clear whether this problem is Alden’s or his editor/publisher’s.

Salvador Rivera

SUNY Cobleskill

19-2-0191

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in
the Age of Colorblindness. New York: The New Press, 2010. 352 pp.
ISBN 978-1-59558-103-7, $27.95.
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'The topic of social and racial justice in the United States is multilay-
ered, complex, and often controversial. As one segment of the society
reviews the triumphs of recent political gain, there is another group
that is regarded as second-class citizens.

In 7he New Jim Crow Alexander theorizes that the mass incarcera-
tion of Black men in America represents a system of social control
and racial discrimination that rivals Jim Crow and slavery. She argues
that the large numbers of Black men immersed in the criminal justice
system face limited access to voting, housing, employment, and edu-
cational opportunities, thereby creating and perpetuating a modern
caste system in our society.

The text offers explanations and hypotheses about crime and in-
carceration rates in the United States as compared to other countries.
A summary of the types of social control mechanisms utilized in re-
cent U.S. history, such as mandatory minimum sentencing and the
“War on Drugs,” is presented. A unique and valuable addition is the
words, thoughts, and opinions of a group of men who are currently in
prison.

The author is an attorney, law professor, and civil rights litigator
who has worked extensively to fight discrimination and racial profil-
ing. Her book is highly recommended.

Anthony Todman
St. John’s Univ. (N'Y.) Library

19-2-0192

Breidenbach, Joana, and Nyiri, Pil. Seeing Culture Everywhere:
From Genocide to Consumer Habits. Seattle: Univ. of Washington
Press, 2010. 304 pp. ISBN 978-0-295-98950-1, $24.95 (pb).

Breidenbach and Nyiri assert that “the dilemma this book raises
is how to retain sensitivity to cultural impacts on and of policies and
corporate decisions without falling into the trap of determinism, es-
sentialization and misrepresentation” (p. 29). This is because, they
argue, it is now the concept of culture that threatens to serve as “an
explanatory paradigm in human institutions” (p. 23). Given that
Western culture is still struggling with race as a concept and a mate-
rial reality that once served as “an explanatory paradigm,” one can
surmise that Breidenbrach and Nyiri are referring to the same “hu-
man institutions.” Indeed Breidenback and Nyiri’s explanation of how
today’s “corporate employees and government officials are trained in
‘intercultural competence” sounds much like the ways their predeces-
sors were trained in racial sensitivity.

Rightly so, and through diligent academic argument the authors
demonstrate that culture, as a concept, can produce all the same
"ism’s" reified by the concept of race. This book puts the “culture” in
Cultural Studies. It is a must-read for post secondary level readers
interested in the theories of paradigm shift.

Lesliee Antonette
East Stroudsburg Univ. of Pennsylvania
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19-2-0193
Breytenbach, Breyten. Notes from the Middle World. Chicago: Hay-
market Books, 2009. 220 pp. ISBN 978-1-931859-91-2, $18.00 (pb).

Breytenbach, the South African poet and writer, presently a profes-
sor at Yale, is in love with the sound of words and brings a sophisti-
cated and international perspective to these discursive essays—what
he calls, “shifting reflections.” The title essay deals with the status of
“uncitizens,” those people who left their home worlds behind and
“ventured into zones whose truths no longer fitted snugly and where
certainties did not overlap,” where “most likely they got lost.” Lost
but in a most cosmopolitan sense, in good company with the Da-
lai Lama, Mandela, Gandhi, all descendants of the Greco-Egyptian
poet Cavafy. Several other essays deal with Africa.

Breytenbach, himself of White Afrikaans stock, was imprisoned
and then in exile during apartheid. These are long thoughts to be read
in the late stillness of night.

Patrick M. Valentine
East Carolina Univ.

19-2-0194

Detroit Arab American Study Team. Citizenship and Crisis: Arab
Detroit After 9/11. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2009.
280 pp. ISBN 978-0-87154-052-2, $42.50.

A landmark study of social life, religious practice, cultural val-
ues, and political views among Detroit Arabs after 9/11, Citi-
zenship and Crisis is an important book that provides accurate
information about a community that is often misunderstood, un-
derrepresented, and stereotyped.

As someone of Middle Eastern background who has been living
in Michigan for nearly 30 years, I appreciated the complex ques-
tions addressed and the information gathered in the study, which
surveyed over 1,000 Arab Americans living in the Detroit area.
This book will better acquaint everyone in the United States with
who Arab Americans are, the issues that form their characters,
their values, and the desires they are in pursuit of. Given the cur-
rent complex relationship between the United States and the Arab
world, the book, though scholarly in its approach and writing, is a
must read.

Weam Namou
President, Iraqi Artists Association

19-2-0195

Hine, Darlene Clark; Keaton, Trica Danielle; and Small, Stephen,
eds. Black Europe and the African Diaspora. Champaign: Univ. of
Ilinois Press, 2009. 328 pp. ISBN 978-0-252-03467-1, $75.00
(cl); 978-0-252-07657-2, $30.00 (pb).

The social and political examination of race has been reviewed
and studied in this country for hundreds of years. However, this



multidisciplinary subject is seldom intensely discussed from a
global perspective. Black Europe and the African Diaspora is an an-
thology derived from a 2004 conference in Paris and most notably
from a symposium of the same name that took place at North-
western University in 2006.

The text offers a salient contribution to the historical account of
Blacks in Europe. The editors have diverse academic backgrounds
and present a plethora of opinions about the constructs of race,
racism, and immigration from a European viewpoint. Among
the topics discussed are the Black influence in the Netherlands
in the sixteenth century and its subsequent influence on Dutch
culture. A socio-historical account of Black Americans in France
gives new perspectives on expatriation, migration, and geography.
Essays detailing the Black influence in Italy and Germany are also
included.

Copious notes supplement each chapter; additionally, an after-
word reviewing contemporary Europe from a multicultural stand-
point serves as a fitting summary statement to the book. Recom-
mended for upper class students, faculty, and scholars of African
Diasporic studies.

Anthony Todman
St. John’s Univ. (N.Y.) Library

19-2-0196

Koditschek, Theodore; Cha-jua, Sundiata Keita; and Neville,
Helen A., eds. Race Struggles. Champaign: Univ. of Illinois Press,
2009. 352 pp. ISBN 978-0-252-03449-7, $75.00 (cl); 978-0-252-
07648-0, $30.00 (pb).

Race Struggles presents a collection of essays that argue the im-
portance of a materialist consideration of the concept of race. The
postmodern turn of bringing to light the linguistic, relational, and
arbitrary concept of race—as a concept—has allowed individuals
to move away from considerations of the very material impact of
the concept of race. In Helen Neville’s essay, “Rationalizing the
Racial Order: Racial Color-Blindness as a Legitimizing Ideol-
ogy,” she demonstrates the overriding argument of the collection
through a discussion of quantitative psychological research. She
uses the example of President Bush’s remarks regarding Hurricane
Katrina (2005). He is quoted as having said that Katrina was a
“color-blind” natural disaster, and the rescue efforts would be just
as color-blind (124). This statement demonstrates how Bush used
race as a concept to ignore the very material reality of the demo-
graphics of the area that Katrina hit hardest. It was the poorest
and by no coincidence the area with the highest number of people
of color living in it. Bush’s “color-blind” strategy of separating
concept from material reality was repeated by subjects in the psy-
chological study discussed by Neville. This makes race and racism
a much more subtle and individual problem rather than a cultural
problem that is openly addressed (124).

The collection was created to serve as a textbook in introductory
college level courses. Each essay could be useful in any number
of traditionally defined classrooms as well as in interdisciplinary
courses.

Lesliee Antonette
East Stroudsburg Univ. of Pennsylvania

19-2-0197

McFaul, Thomas R. The Future of Truth & Freedom in the Global
Village: Modernism and the Challenges of the Twenty-First Cen-
tury. Santa Barbara, Calif.: Praeger, 2009. 196 pp. ISBN 978-0-
313-38196-6, $44.95.

Chapter 1, page 1, paragraph 1 concludes, “all are driven by one
basic desire: to know the Truth and to live by it.” Apparently he
naively considers the 180° inverse of truth, the repression of and
hatred for truth, to be equivalent to a desire to know and live by
truth.

McFaul’s general theme is that everything is fine, people are
good, and life is and has been going in the right direction. Maybe
this is looking on the bright side or seeing the glass as half full.
This is not my philosophy, and while it is quite common, I do not
respect such a philosophy. My philosophy is realistic. Hope for the
best, but expect and prepare for the worst. The glass may be half
full, however it is also half empty. Those who consider this truth
too painful to swallow will like this book.

Chapter 7, “A Common Thread,” illustrates how the major reli-
gions share common principles. Jews have Moses, Muslims have
Mohammed, Christians have Jesus, and then there’s Buddha and
all those Eastern religions/philosophies. Everything’s just fine.
Question: When has this scenario EVER been fine? Answer:
Never. Why can’t those with Jesus also have Moses, Mohammed,
Buddha, and so on? Why can’t those with Moses have Jesus, Mo-
hammed, Buddha, and so on? There is no reason, except for ar-
rogance and willful ignorance by many involved.

One other theme, “Modernism and the Challenges of the
Twenty-first Century,” the book’s subtitle, is a prime example of
the arrogance to which I refer and to which virtually no one seems
to object—Dbecause it is also the fifty-eighth century (Hebrew cal-
endar), fifteenth century (Muslim calendar), and forty-eighth cen-
tury (Chinese calendar), among others. The world is also round as
it always was. Yet many of our half-baked ideas originated when
those who expressed such radical views were excommunicated,
tortured, threatened, and often punished with death.

Richard Levik
Los Angeles Unified School Dist.

www.theleviteline.com

19-2-0198

Monteén, Michael. Latin America and the Origins of Its Twenty-
First Century. Santa Barbara, Calif.: Praeger, 2009. 422 pp. ISBN
978-0-313-35249-2, $54.95.

Monteén, a historian at the University of California San Diego,
here posits an emerging alternative dynamic in Latin American
democracy based on the changing relationship over the past two
centuries between cities and countryside. He traces this develop-
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ment in five historical segments. He begins by analyzing relations
in the early nineteenth century between rural agrarian bosses and
urban nationalist politicians. The next phase concentrates on the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, with the rise of rural
and urban oligarchies based on new means of wealth, particularly
as reflected in Buenos Aires. From the early to mid-twentieth cen-
tury, a phase of modernization and populist revolutions arises, ap-
parent in numerous countries of the region. The next phase covers
two decades from the mid-twentieth century to 1985, focusing on
modernized lifestyles and related conflicts, reflected particularly
in the Santiago of Pinochet’s Chile and massively emerging in
Brazil. The final and current phase covers from 1985 to the pres-
ent, with a diffusion of entrepreneurship, non-government orga-
nizations, the predominance of urbanization, and the megalopolis
phenomena of Mexico City and Sio Paulo.

The work sounds a hopeful note for participatory, democratic
societies in the region, positing an alternative path that is over-
coming a heritage of colonial hierarchy. The work includes exten-
sive notes and bibliography but no maps or illustrations.

Edward A. Riedinger
Ohio State Univ. Libraries

19-2-0199

O’Shaughnessy, Hugh. The Priest of Paraguay: Fernando Lugo
and the Making of a Nation. London, U.K.: Zed Books, 2009. 176
pp. ISBN 978-1-84813-312-9, $119.95 (cl); 978-1-84813-314-3,
$29.95 (pb).

This work by British journalist O’Shaughnessy provides a cap-
sule biography of the newly elected (2008) president of Paraguay,
Fernando Lugo (1951- ), and a history of his country. The Para-
guay and Parand Rivers form the Guarani people’s heartland.
Sixteenth-century Spanish missionaries of the Society of Jesus
consolidated it into a community network known as the “Jesuit
Republic.” Colonial landowners vanquished it, shaping an elite
that subordinated the Guarani. The modern expression of this
dominance was the rule of the Colorado Party from before World
War II until the election of Lugo. The darkest years (1954-1989)
occurred under U.S.-backed General Alfredo Stroessner.

Born into a family persecuted by Stroessner, Lugo endured a
hardscrabble life. Sympathetic to the oppressed, he entered the Ro-
man Catholic priesthood in 1977, was elevated to bishop in 1994,
and headed the poorest diocese of one of the poorest countries in
the Americas. Influenced by Liberation Theology, he advocated
agrarian reform and land redistribution. Recognized as the “bish-
op of the poor,” he realized he could be most effective socially if
outside the Church and within a government, and he resigned his
bishopric in 2005. Forming an alliance of anti-Colorado move-
ments, he won the 2008 presidential election, ending six decades
of one-party rule. This book includes a map, a bibliography, and a
postscript on reports of children fathered by Lugo as bishop.

Edward A. Riedinger
Ohio State Univ. Libraries
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19-2-0200

Roberts, Terence. Simple, Not Easy: Reflections on Community
Social Responsibility and Tolerance. Little Rock, Ark.: Parkhurst
Brothers Publishing, 2010. ISBN 978-1-935166-16-0, $24.95 (pb).

Simple, Not Easy is a small work of an autobiographical nature
put together by one of the Little Rock Nine, Terrence Roberts.
Roberts has collected a number of the pieces he has written over
the years related to his participation in the desegregation of Little
Rock Central High School in Arkansas in 1957. Roberts believes
that the mythology of sameness “is part and parcel of our inability
to cope with difference of any sort” (18). He explains that it is
through confronting “the collective mental-maps of vast numbers
of red-blooded Americans” with the material reality of America’s
cultural[ly diverse] identity is one way that Americans will learn
to “confront the prevailing mythology [of sameness] around us”
(13). For, as Roberts writes, “the only thing we have in common is
difference” (18).

Roberts facilitates this confrontation with the myth of same-
ness through the speeches he presents in this collection. This is
an excellent text for high school level readers, although post-sec-
ondary readers will enjoy it as well. It would work nicely across
disciplines.

Lesliee Antonette
East Stroudsburg Univ. of Pennsylvania

19-2-0201

Ross, Dennis, and Makovsky, David. Myths, Illusions, and Peace:
Finding a New Direction for America in the Middle East. New
York: Viking, 2009. 370 pp. ISBN 978-0-670-02089-8, $27.95.

Ross, veteran peace negotiator for the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict under George HW. Bush and Bill Clinton, and Makovsky,
senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy,
argue that U.S. Middle East policy has been based on faulty ideo-
logical assumptions. As a result, there have been numerous past
mistakes, and the United States risks basing future actions in the
Middle East arena on misguided policies.

The authors take issue with both the neoconservative belief in
the capacity of the United States to impose its form of democ-
racy and its image of what the region should be, and an opposing
viewpoint, the realist mythology that the United States cannot
impose peace on the Israelis and Palestinians and thus transform
the Middle East. Both views have led to missed opportunities for
peace, and neither represents the reality in the region. The failed
Clinton peace talks led by Ross met with considerable criticism,
and it appears that in part this work is a response to some of these
critics. The authors support a close U.S.-Israeli alliance as a way
to inhibit aggression by Islamist extremists and Iran, and to pro-
mote stability in the region. Their approach for dealing with Iran
deserves special note, given Ross’s position as President Obama’s
advisor on Iran.

Elka R. Frankel
Princeton, N.J.



19-2-0202

Sam, Canyon. Sky Train: Tibetan Women on the Edge of History.
Seattle: Univ. of Washington Press, 2009. 278 pp. ISBN 978-0-
295-98953-2, $24.95 (pb).

Sky Train is a combination personal memoir and oral history.
'The narrative includes the author’s journeys to gather oral histories
of Tibetan women, in Tibet and in exile, and the often-harrowing
oral histories themselves. Both are equally gripping.

Sam is a pro-Tibet activist, and she makes that clear up-front,
but she is not uncritical of the nation and culture she clearly loves.
Indeed in the analysis of her interviews she is often as scathingly
critical of the treatment of these women by their husbands and
religious leaders as she is of the Chinese treatment of Tibet and
Tibetans in general. Even the women themselves are shown with
warts and all.

One of Sam’s major revelations in preparation for this book
was that literally every history of Tibet was written by and about
men—and that the history of Tibetan women was very different
from that of the men, and unrecorded. Her book is a step toward
addressing that hole in the historical record, and as such, it is an
important book for anyone looking for a more thorough under-
standing of Tibet. This book is suitable for both academic study
and for the general reader with an interest in Tibetan history, cul-
ture, and religion.

Elizabeth Redkey
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0203
Shlaim, Avi. Israel and Palestine. New York: Verso, 2009. 320 pp.
ISBN 978-1-84467-366-7, $34.95.

Shlaim puts forth the argument that roughly since the Six Day
Wiar in 1967, Israel has been the unjustified aggressor in the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict. A dual British and Israeli citizen, teaching
at Oxford, he is one of the foremost scholars of the conflict, and
this book is a collection of articles he has written over the years,
with an introduction and new article on the Balfour Declaration
tying them all together.

Shlaim begins by establishing his position that the State of Is-
rael is an unquestionably legitimate state, but only within its pre-
1967 borders. He firmly believes that the foundation of the Jewish
state brought about an incredible injustice to the Palestinian peo-
ple, but that the Jewish people experienced even greater injustice.
Nevertheless, the establishment of Israel was legal as a function of
the United Nations’ sanction and the signing of the treaties at the
end of the independence war. This is the foundation on which he
builds his arguments about what he considers the illegitimate ac-
tions of Israel since then—and his position that Israel, with special
blame going to Ariel Sharon and the Likud Party, has been the
primary roadblock in the peace process.

This book is a must read for anyone studying Israeli, Palestin-
ian, or Middle Eastern history and politics, as it gives a unique
and strongly argued position on an issue that has become cloud-
ed in emotion and partisanship. Few other scholars have enough

perspective, or are brave enough, to attempt a fresh understand-
ing of it.

Elizabeth Redkey
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

@tfenence

19-2-0204

DeMello, Margo. Feet & Footwear: A Cultural Encyclopedia.
Santa Barbara, Calif.: Greenwood, 2009. 360 pp. ISBN 978-0-
313-35714-5, $95.00.

This encyclopedia is the first to provide comprehensive coverage
of the natural and cultural history of feet and footwear, including
shoes, sandals, boots, socks, and hosiery. It deals with topics from
the perspectives of anatomy, evolution, and medical science and
addresses cultural and religious implications across regions and
time periods from the classical world to modern societies. It also
covers the construction of shoes, the industry, fashion, trends, and
the major people and groups associated with shoes. It deals with
the cross-cultural beliefs and practices associated with feet and
footwear relative to art, literature, belief, folklore, and history. Fi-
nally, this encyclopedia focuses on the major theoretical questions
regarding feet and their enhancement.

Entries (165) are arranged alphabetically, from “Achilles”
through “The Wizard of Oz.” Each entry includes cross-refer-
enced items in bold type, a list of related subjects, and a short bib-
liography of further reading. When a subject has multiple names,
such as “Pumps,” the entry provides a See also reference to “High
Heels” and “Platform Shoes.”

The “Guide to Related Topics” organizes related entries, such
as “Acupuncture” and “Podiatry,” under the broader classification
HEALTH AND MEDICAL ISSUES, or “Birkenstocks” and
“Clogs” under TYPES OF SHOES. The encyclopedia includes a
resource guide of organizations, web sites, and museums, a bibli-
ography, and an index.

Whether searching for the relevance of Jimmy Choo and
Manolo Blahnik to Sex and the City, or the botanical name of the
henna plant (lawsonia inermis), this encyclopedia provides one-
stop shopping for all inquiries related to feet and footwear, from
the sophisticated researcher to the curious amateur.

Edana McCaffery Cichanowicz
Brentwood (N.Y.) Public Library

19-2-0205

Lomotey, Kofi, ed. Encyclopedia of African American Education.
Thousand Oaks, Calif.: Sage Reference, 2009. 2 vols., 1,152 pp.
ISBN 978-1-4129-4050-4, $325.00.

In a word these two volumes are excellent. They are chock-full
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of invaluable information that is normally hard to come by even
in our computer age. The editor has suggested that these volumes
would be useful to teachers, students, and librarians at all levels of
education. After going through the books, I would certainly have
to agree.

OId practices die hard. Though we're well into the twenty-first
century, sadly the practice of institutional racism on the part of
textbook publishers continues to haunt us. One would hope now
that we finally have elected our first African-American president
we'll see many such barriers come down and arcane practices
stopped. Currently however, as the journalist Earl Ofari Hutchin-
son wrote in The Daily Voice in 2009, “black history has been
jammed into a tiny cubicle labeled for blacks only.” He further
comments that academics and textbook writers have treated the
contribution of African Americans to the history of this nation as
“little more than a sidelight to the ‘real history of America.”

For example, traditionally mentioned in these “tiny cubicles” as
it were, is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Nobody can and ever will
take away from the greatness of this man. However, there was
much more to Dr. King than his “I Have a Dream” speech, which
is normally the most prominent thing mentioned. If publishers
aren't going to give students a greater variety of African Ameri-
cans and their contributions, it would behoove them to at least
give a more complete picture of those they choose to highlight.
As Rose Casement writes, “few students, Black or White, leave
school with an understanding of the depth and breadth of histori-
cal Black experiences in America.”

With their concise, information-packed entries, extensive cross-
references, and suggested further readings, this reference source
is perfect for both students and adults to be exposed to the rich
history of Blacks in this country. Lomotey’s encyclopedia has gone
down the path where text books hopefully will follow.

Henry C. Griffith, Sr.
Powell, Ohio

19-2-0206

Phibbs, Cheryl. The Montgomery Bus Boycott: A History and Ref-
erence Guide. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 2009. 160 pp.
ISBN 978-0-313-35887-6, $85.00.

Williams, Horace Randall, and Beard, Ben. This Day in Civil
Rights History. Montgomery, Ala.: NewSouth Books, 2009,
c2005. 400 pp. ISBN 978-1-58838-241-2, $19.95 (pb).

This Day in Civil Rights History offers a one-page description of
a significant event that happened on each day of the year. Entries
cover four centuries of American history from 1664 (Maryland
Passes First Miscegenation Law) to 2027 (Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission Files to Be Opened). Some events are obvious choic-
es: the Brown v. Board of Education decision (May 17), the Greens-
boro sit-in (February 1), the 1963 March on Washington (August
28), “Bloody Sunday” in Selma (March 7), and the assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr. (April 4). The problem with this format,
however, is that on some days nothing much happened, which led
to the inclusion of events with no obvious connection to the civil
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rights movement, such as Bob Dylan’s birthday (May 24) and the
assassination of John F. Kennedy (November 22). Other achieve-
ments cannot be linked to a single day so approximations are sub-
stituted. The authors also limit selections to African-American
history; their scope does not include the struggle for equal rights
of other ethnic groups, women, or lesbians and gays. The lack of
references for those seeking additional information is another
drawback.

The volume by Phibbs contains materials related to the Mont-
gomery bus boycott. The first half is a retelling of the story of the
boycott, the events triggering this protest, and its lasting legacy.
Appendices include biographies of eight key actors, nine primary
documents, a chronology, a glossary, and an annotated bibliog-
raphy of books and web sites devoted to the boycott and the civil
rights movement.

Is either of these works needed? Neither one opens new ground
or offers new perspectives on the civil rights movement.

Paul T. Murray
Siena College, Loudonville, N.Y.

19-2-0207

Sreenivasan, Jyotsna. Poverty and the Government in America:
A Historical Encyclopedia. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO,
2009. 2 vols., 632 pp. ISBN 978-1-59884-168-8, $195.00.

The lives and struggles of the poor “ain’t been no crystal stair-
way.” In clarifying the plight of the poor, Sreenivasan has written
a historical encyclopedia that focuses on poverty, one of the most
complex and controversial issues of our time. Change to eliminate
the hardship of poverty has clearly been a part of history from
Colonial times to the New Deal era and on through the “War on
Poverty. Advocates for the poor have worked to alleviate poverty
by way of legislation.

This one of a kind two-volume reference tool is well document-
ed, with 170 entries that give explanations as they focus on the
legislative efforts of our country on the federal, state, and local
levels of government as well as Native Tribal levels. Each entry is
augmented with essays and a wide variety of primary sources for
additional information and a starting point for further research.
The reader will be able to connect the dots with the aid of a com-
prehensive index that expands and broadens understanding of how
legislation on poverty has changed through different political con-
texts and presidential administrations. As a library works to build
an inclusive collection, this encyclopedia will serve as an invalu-
able resource.

Johnnie Love
Library, Univ. of Maryland, College Park

19-2-0208

Utter, Glenn H. Culture Wars in America: A Documentary and
Reference Guide. Santa Barbara, Calif.: Greenwood, 2009. 424
pp- ISBN 978-0-313-35038-2, $95.00.



The phrase “culture war” has become popular shorthand to de-
pict the divisions in contemporary U.S. politics that fall on either
end of a religious/moral/social value spectrum, from conservative
to progressive. This book provides a historical, political, and legal
overview of the issues that have sometimes caused us to ultimately
take up arms against each other (the Dred Scott Decision and its
political consequences) or to have tempted large numbers of us to
engage in illegal behavior (the Volstead Act a/k/a Prohibition).

The broad issues covered range from different religious under-
standings: abortion, embryonic stem cell research, and the right
to die to gun control and gun rights, immigration, sex education,
homosexuality and gay marriage, and science and education. All
these are put into historical and global perspective.

As indicated by the subtitle, this is a documentary history.
Sources or excerpts of original sources are presented, with analysis
and explanatory sidebars. A reader’s guide section brings together
the various sources under such related headings as “intelligent de-
sign,” “public health,” “Rick Warren,“ and “Osama bin Laden.”
A “Selected Resources” section includes web sites as well as print
resources. There is a comprehensive index.

The author is professor and chair of the Political Science De-
partment at Lamar University. Utter specializes in modern politi-
cal theory and American political thought.

Edana McCaffery-Cichanowicz
Brentwood (N.Y.) Public Library

Huvenide
Primary (Gr. P-3)

19-2-0209

Akbarpour, Ahmad. Good Night, Commander. Toronto: Ground-
wood, 2010. 24 pp. Illus. by Morteza Zahedi. Trans. from Farsi by
Shadi Eskandani and Helen Mixter. ISBN 978-0-88899-989-4,
$17.95.

One of the most horrific wars of the twentieth century—hardly
noticed in the West—was the Iran-Iraq war of 1980-1988. Through
the mind of a young boy who has lost his leg and his mother, we
see the senselessness of the slaughter. Anyway, life goes on. The
boy has a prosthetic leg that permits him to run, relatives come
to dinner, and his father plans to remarry. Yet he is obsessed with
war, retreating to his room to act out fierce battles and avenge the
death of his mother. Then he meets, in these imaginary battles, an
enemy commander—even smaller than he is—who has also lost a
leg and a mother. How can you go on fighting an enemy who has
only crutches and wants to borrow your prosthesis?

This story, which grows more powerful with each reading, could
inspire discussion even in high school. Why did the Iranian author
decide to reinforce the war image by calling the boy “Command-
er”? Why do children, with war all around them, persist in playing
war? What do the repeated elements of the illustrations, drawn in

a pseudo-childish idiom, symbolize? How can we stand against
the drive to war that has come to be such a frequent phenomenon
in our lives? Or should we?

Elsa Marston
Bloomington, Ind.

19-2-0210

Birtha, Becky. Lucky Beans. Morton Grove, Ill.: Albert Whit-
man, 2010. 32 pp. Illus. by Nicole Tadgell. ISBN 978-0-8075-
4782-3, $16.99.

Morrison, Toni, and Morrison, Slade. Peeny Butter Fudge. New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2009. 32 pp. Illus. by Joe Cepeda. ISBN
978-1-4169-8332-3, $16.99.

Morrison’s Peeny Butter Fudge and Birtha's Lucky Beans are
charming stories of close-knit families and cherished memories
with food the centerpiece, told during different time periods. In
Lucky Beans, young Marshall and his family try to weather chal-
lenging times during the Great Depression. That means hand-me-
down clothes, a nightly meal of beans, and a father who has just
lost his job. Marshall’s aunt, uncle, and cousin with another one
on the way come to live with him and his parents and brother
and sister. Marshall complains about having beans for dinner ev-
ery night until he sees an opportunity to make the best of the
situation. A local department store is featuring a contest and the
prize is a brand new sewing machine worth $23.95. In order to
win the machine the contestants have to guess the correct number
of beans in a large jar. Marshall uses an arithmetic homework as-
signment in an attempt to guess the number. This heartwarming
story provides young readers a lesson in addition and multiplica-
tion and reveals a family’s perseverance to make the best of life’s
circumstances. Lucky Beans is based on stories about the author’s
grandmother during the Depression. Tadgell’s pastel-like illustra-
tions bring genuine warmth to this story.

In Peeny Butter Fudge, a young mother leaves specific instruc-
tions for whileher three children who are being cared for by their
Nana. Nana takes every opportunity to make it a special and ad-
venturous day for them, and they are pleased with everything she
does—from sack races where they imagine they’re driving through
town to a special treat of biscuits, ham, and lemonade. They pre-
tend there are fairies and dragons everywhere and they put to-
gether a puzzle. The story, told in sing-song rhymes, culminates
in Nana’s preparation of a secret family recipe with the children’s
help. This endearing story by Toni Morrison and her son Slade
includes a recipe for the peeny butter fudge along with instruc-
tions for young readers on preparing this dish with an adult’s help.
Cepeda’s whimsical illustrations are a nice complement.

Valerie A. Canady
Mental Health Weekly
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19-2-0211

Bootman, Colin. The Steel Pan Man of Harlem. Minneapolis:
Lerner/Carolrhoda, 2009. 32 pp. Illus. by the author. ISBN 978-
0-8225-9026-2, $16.95.

In this retelling of the Pied Piper of Hamlin, rats have overtaken
the Harlem of the early twentieth century. They are everywhere!
People attempt to exterminate them, but there are far too many
of them. Finally they complain to the mayor. In the meanwhile,
reminiscent of Harry Potter, a strange man arrives at the 125/,
Street train station on the #1'/, subway train. He plays the steel
pan (drum) and entrances the bystanders—people and rats—who
dance with abandon to the music. Later the man contracts with
the mayor to rid Harlem of the rats for one million dollars, which
he does. As with the original tale, the mayor refuses to pay the
stranger, who then plays for the people until they dance them-
selves to exhaustion. Finally the mayor pays the stranger and ev-
eryone stops dancing, except for the mayor who dances right out
of town.

Bootman’s illustrations are engaging for young readers. For ex-
ample, the rats have wonderful personalities and are captured in
postures that denote their brazenness. Some rats are languishing
in a bathtub while others are sitting on a couch listening to the
radio.

Laretta Henderson
Univ. of Wisconsin—Milwaukee

19-2-0212

Greenfield, Eloise. Brothers & Sisters: Family Poems. New York:
HarperCollins, 2009. 32 pp. Illus. by Jan Spivey Gilchrist. ISBN
978-0-06-056284-7, $17.99.

Once again Greenfield and Gilchrist join creative energies to
create another picture book of poetry. This one focuses on the re-
lationships of siblings of various age combinations and familial
constructions in three chapters—brothers, sisters, and brothers
and sisters. These chapters are framed by a poem, “Brothers and
Sisters,” that sets the tone for the range of emotions one may ex-
perience in relation to their siblings. They “can be dear, can bring
cheer, can start arguments, can make noise, can cause tears,” but
through it all, the narrator would “rather have them than not.”

Gilchrist’s illustrations remain a perfect complement to Green-
field’s work. This collection is a good addition to any book collec-
tion or classroom.

Laretta Henderson
Univ. of Wisconsin—Milwaukee

19-2-0213
Hopkinson, Deborah. Michelle. New York: HarperCollins, 2009.
32 pp. Illus. by A. G. Ford. ISBN 978-0-06-182739-6, $17.99.

Obama, Barack. Our Enduring Spirit: President Barack Obama’s

MULTICULTURAL REVIEW | SUMMER 2010

First Words to America. New York: HarperCollins, 2009. 48 pp.
Illus. by Greg Ruth. ISBN 978-0-06-183455-4, $17.99.

This pair of picture books about President and First Lady Obama
takes different approaches. Michelle is a biography that begins
with President Obama’s inauguration, then flashes back to Mrs.
Obama’s childhood on the South Side of Chicago. It discusses
her parents’ work ethic and their impact on her life as seen in her
determination and academic successes. The biography comes full
circle by ending with President and Mrs. Obama’s first dance at
the inauguration gala. The focus is on presenting Mrs. Obama as
a paragon of hard work and virtue.

Our Enduring Spirit is an illustrated rendition of President
Obama’s inauguration speech. Ruth selected key points in the
speech and illustrated them in an effort to contextualize and ex-
pand on the references of the speech. The afterword includes the
speech in its entirety and Ruth’s discussion of how the idea and
illustrations for the book were created.

Both books are useful in elementary, middle school, and pos-
sibly high school classrooms and important additions to a library
collection.

Laretta Henderson
Univ. of Wisconsin—Milwaukee

19-2-0214

Lehman-Wilzig, Tami. Hanukkah Around the World. Minneapo-
lis: Lerner/Kar-Ben, 2009. 48 pp. Illus. by the author. ISBN 978-
0-8225-8761-3, $16.95.

Wouldn't it be great if one could travel the world in a week and
a day? Just imagi